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long written, and, at the time 


„ Thi Sim increaſed by 
; degrees and; from frequently 
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F the following Work a 
' _ conſiderable part hasbeen 


of writing, was intended only 


as an exerciſe by which a fa. 
cllity of compolidiows —_ be. LY 3 
attained, WE oi CO OO 


„ . PREPACE 
looking on What was = WY 
the Author began to be ena- 

* moured with his Work. He 

therefore ſat down ſeriouſly to 

finiſh it; good-naturedly de- 
termining, at the ſame time, 
not to feaſt merely. his own 
eyes, but to gratify as much 
of ihe world as choſe to have 
3 a ſight. 


To ſuch as read this little 
Volume, it will immediately 
occur, that their attention is 
directed to times long paſt, in 
order to obſerve repreſenta- 
; VVV 


oh 
b ö * 


PREFACE. * 


tions of feelings which are 
equally common at the preſent 
day; they: will find them 
ſelves introduced to Kings 
and Princes, to ſee⸗ that 
which happens! in every rank 
of life; and they. may: require 
ſome excuſe for having been 
led into the further parts of 
Aſia, net to learn Aſiatie 
manners, or trace Oriental 
proſpects, but to attend to 


ſcenes that exiſt at home. 


But it was nos the As 
thor's Intention to deſcribe 
| . Re 
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} the paſſions of the mind: as 
they preſent themſelves when 
influenced by incidental cir- 
affected by 
euſtoms that may only par- 
tially prevail: He wiſhed to 
repreſent feelings which are 
5 common to every country, 
and to every age; to the 
European as well as to the 
inhabitant of Afia ; and the 
banks of the Ganges were 
preferred to any other ſitua- 


tion, only becauſe chance 


eumſtances, or 


firſt brought them to the 


Writer's recollection. - . 
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PREFACE. vii 

If this excuſe be not ſuffi- 
cient, he has no better to 
offer. It will be remem- 
bered, however, that if he 
has avoided the trouble of 
preſerving the manners of 


the Eaſt, he has alſo rejected Ry 


the improbabilities of Eaſtern 
fiction; and that he has em- 
ployed only natural powers 
to unravel his difficulties, 


when, by the aſſiſtance of a _ 
Genius, he might have ſolved. 


all his perplexities e at a ſingle 
ſtroke. 


— 
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His kingdom v was fertile and extenſiy 
Its extent, however, was marked 
fixed boundaries; 5. there were do 
Paſlable ſinds to overwhelm. invaders, 
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-nor long chain of mountains to retard 
their approach. | 


K. 


Philotos wanted not ſuch defence. 
The kingdom which he had received 
from his father, he had not attempted 

by unjuſtifiable methods to enlarge: 
and he was conſcious that no methods 
could oblige him to leſſen it. He knew 
that he was Jante and | that he was be- 
Joved.; he felt "that he was unconquer- 
able, for he reigned- over tits hearts of i 


- When, on the death of i is father, 

| Philotos came to the throne, he found 
hitnſelf ſurrounded by attendants, and 
elöſed in on every fide-by guards : : that 
his” riendy, « even F 1 iy wiſhed it, 


401 


dared 


3 
** 


| 0 'F LOVE 8 5 
dared not f. peak the truth; and chat 


men ſeemed in a confederacy to deceive 


him. He found that thoſe of his 


-court had, from their infancy, been 
taught to diſſemble; and from them 
in vain did he ſeek n or in- 


iſtruction. 9 
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Zingis alone had attempted to in 
form, and yentured to contradict him 


and that in a method fo pleaſing and ſo 


little prefumptive, that rhe king had 


elected Him as che perſon whom, of all 


wy s attendants, } He moſt elend. 


1 5 t * 11 1 &. 4 


Sings was a man, formed "y nature 
as well ks education, to be the favourite 
of his prince. His ſtature was above 


the common fize, yet not ſo as to 
B 2 create 


4 THE PERP.LEXITIES 


Create any appearance of awkwardneſs,; 


his limbs were. well proportioned, and 
ſtrongly ſet. : yet that ſtrength was not 
the clumſy vigour of an Hercules; it 
rather bore reſemblance to- the gracefo] 
and manly, figure of Apollo. His coun- 
tenance was placid, yet expreſſive; his 
eye was mild, yet . 


* 


„ theſe a Fortune had 
added another: Zingis was ſon to the 
moſt powerful miniſter i in the court of 
Philotos. HFis father, who fore ſaw 
that Zingis would one day fill his place, - 
| endeavoured, by all poffible means, to 
render him qual to it. In his yoath 
he was taught every, kind: of military, - : 
art; and, at a very early age, was ad- 


_ 


* 


„ , Tt | mired 


T 


mired for bis {kill in riding, and his 
e in e the bow. 1 9 


Applauſe, while it flatters our pro- 
greſs, incites us to double our atten- 
tion. Zingis, from being remarked as 
in the firſt claſs, became the foremoſt 
of that claſs. He was the chief of 
thoſe who, with him, were ſtudying 
arts,” which, while they adorn; are alſo | 
beneficial to mankind: Thus, by his pF 
pre-eminence in rank, being expoſed 
fo the eyes of all, he captivated all, by: 
| his pre-eminenec-in fkill. The accom- if 
| pliſhments of Zingis were every where 1 
celebrated; : and praiſe, which gives 
delight-to every one, to him gave rap- 
ture. So. true is it, Thar "oy whoſe 
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THE PERPLEXITFES 
actions beſt deſerve commendation, are 


moſt gratified-by receiving it. 


Zingis had now arrived at his twen- 
tieth year; an age when boyiſh plea- 
ſures and purſuits give place to the care 
and toils of manhood. His father,. 
with the fond attention of à parent, had: 
hitherto. viewed his progreſs, and now, 
with anxiety, looked forward to his 


future happineſs. He repreſented to 


Zingis, that thoſe arts which he had 


till now conſidered as his principal or- 


naments, were henceforth. to be eſteem- 
ed as ſecondary objects. That to ex- 
cel. in managing the horſe was rrife 
fling ;. he muſt. excel in virtue. Wiſ⸗ 
dom and knowledge, he told him, w were 
far ſuperior to dexterity in drawing the 
| bow, 


FY 
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Bow, or kill in, launching the javelin, 
That theſe laſt, however, were arts 
which had adorned him and he had 
ſeen with pleaſure the honour he had 
gained by them. Perhaps, Zingis, he 
ſaid, the excelleneies you have hither- 
to ſhewn will, incline men to- expect 
from you more than. from your com- 
panions. Be it your ſtudy to fulfil 


their are Lungis aſured | kin. 


that it ũ.. e Es era 
The chief af Philotos's | 


was ſituated on a- ſmall river, which. 
empticd itſelf into the Ganges... At. the 
diſtance of half a mile from the river 
ſtood the King's palace. It was an ex- 
tenſive, but irregular building, formed. - 

for. uſe rather than nn eine 
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to the front were two wings; not in- 


deed fo large, but more elegant. Ih 
that which was to the left lived Euph- 


orbus, the father of Zingis : the prin- 
ceſs: Zemiraz fiſter to Philotos, inha- 


| bited the other. Behind the palace 
were ſpacious: gardens ; before it, and 


_ gradually ſloping to the river, was 2 
Fan, beautifully ſhaded with trees, and 
poſſefling every ornament. which Na- : 
ture could laviſh on it, The towr 
ſtood on the other. fide the river; the 
roads-to which were over two light and 

elegant bridges. The whole was Haw | 


gas. os and eee : 


It was im the plain before the palace 
that the youth of Philotos's court, with 
OE at their head; performed their- 

militr 


; 0 r A 0 * 1. 1 3? 9 
alibi exerciſes. It was in chis plain 6 
that Zingis had ſo often acquired the re- 

5 ward of merit. Here too had Zemira 
frequently obſerved his accompliſh- 
ments, and as frequently praiſed the 
poſſeſſor of them. She knew not, how- 

ever; that there were other motives than 1 


the pleaſure of beholding manly grace; . 


which fixed her eyes on Zingis throu ng 
all his movements. An - accident: con- 

vinced -her that there were 

In: one of the reviews, Zingis engaged 


- rallying his broken troops, puſhed ey \ 
horſe too near the bank of the river; which 


in that place was anne, ſteep.” The: 5 
animal wanting power to op ſufficiently | } 

hort, plunged with-irs maſter down” the 4 
precipice. The horſe was daſhed- to- 3 
uin , „ piece 


10 THE.'PARFLEXTTIES 
pieces; the rider fortunately eſcaped, by 
falling into the water, without ſtriking 
againſt the bank. Every one ſuppoſed 
Zingis dead. Zemira, who had ſeen his 
fall, fainted with apprehenſion. It was 
not till after he was ſafe, and removed 
to his father's palace, that the princeſs 
recovered; and that, only to relapſe a- 
pb gain on the news of his deliverance ; joy 
now cauſing the ſame effect, which fear 
had before produced. Still, however, 
Zingis, though out of immediate dan- 
ger, was nat recovered, and ſtill the bo- 
ſom of Zemira was uneaſy. Often, un- 
- der. the name of her brother, did the 
fend to him, and often urge him to take 
care of a life, which, till then, ſne knew 
not was dear to her as her own. She 
would have viſited him herſelf, had the 
punRilios 


7 
» 


LESS 
punctilios of deceney allowed, an the. 
dignity of royalty admitted it. 


Although Zingis was abſent, the- 


military exerciſes ſtill continued as 
uſual; but they were not as uſual fre- 
quented by Zemira : they had loſt the: 
charm. that attracted her attention. The 
balcony, from whence. the - formerly 
viewed them, was now deſerted 3-orvit: 
viſited, only ſerved: to remind her of: 


pleaſures which ſhe had before known :- 
to contraſt the gay, the happy indiffer-. 
ence of former days, with the cares, the 


anxieties of the preſent. The contraſtt 
was painful. A ſigh would heave :Zes: 
mira's boſom ; a tear would ſteal downs 
her cheek as-ſhe turned from the o—_ 
which cauſed her uneaſineſs. "FRE 
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12 IAE PERPLEXITIES 
would: ſhe ſay, © why was I born A 


ch princeſs) . 


Zemira had now loſt that” gaiety 
of heart, that livelineſs of diſpoſition, 
which before uſed to attract the at- 
tention of beholders. Inſtead of it 
was..a forced pleaſantry, and a ſmile 

which was apparently conſtrained. She 
| neglected the public diverfions which 
_. the uſed to attend; ſhe ſcarcely quit- 
ted her . apartment. Sometimes, in- 
deed, towards evening, attended by 
her faithful Selima, ſhe would wander 
by the ſide of the canal, and try to 
ſooth her anxiety. But the trial was 

vain}. Zingis had too firm poſſeſſion 
of her boſom to be diſcarded. 


—— 
* 


1 r n n 23 
| i one of theſe ſolitary. walks, the 
princeſs, whoſe heart was always open 

to Selima, lamented her ſituation. Oh? 
Selima,” ſaid Zemira, that Heaven 
had allotted me an humbler ſtation; 


that inſtead of pomp. and oourts, it 
. had placed me in the vale of private 
| __ - Ute? There I might have enjoyed 
„ | happineſs: there no obſtacles would 
M have ariſen to controul. my wiſh. L 
7 might have poſſeſſed him who alone 
4 could render me bleſt: but now it. i. 
R impoſſible.” Selima fighed.. And 
1 oF Wh. continued Zemira, does my, 
0 * Selima figh ? — Were I as vou, 
— © nothing could interrupt my joy ; 3, 
1 46 unleſs, indeed, like you, 1T had a 
4 friend whoſe heart was ſortowful. 
N Poſſeſſed as you are of beauty, no- 
in | 5 „ die 
is Xo 
A „ Fe. A 
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e ble by your birth, and independent 


ee in your fortune, can you know ſor-- 


* row ?” Selima erte ot by her: 


tears. Come, ſaid the princeſs, 


te the diſcourſe is affecting, we will 
t drop it.“ She walked towards the 


palace: Selima following, aſſured. her 
the n ion for ben. 


That Selima loved Zingis was known 


i: many, although a ſecret to the 
princeſs. It had been thought too 


that ſhe was mutually beloved. The 
companions of Zingis had frequently 
allied him on the ſubject. Where-- 

ever he went he heard the name of. 
Selima ;. but that name was. indifferent 
to him. It was true that he loved, 
but i it was not equally true that he loved. 
23 Selma. a 


... 18 


Selma So, indeed, he informed her 85 


by every method he could invent. His 
behaviour was reſpectful and expreſs 
five of eſteem; he aſſured her that he- 
was ſincerely her friend, while he 
ſpared no pains. to convince her that 


he was not her lover. Nay, he had 


told her more; 3. he had confeſſed. that 
bis affections were wry. de ep He men- 
tioned not to whom. SAP ai 
Such was the > en of eb 
when Selima learned that Zemira was 


her rival. The ſhock was great. Te | 


drove her from her laſt fortreſs. Hope 
itſelf left her. She burſt into tears. 


When recovered a little, a virtuous pride 
ſeemed to tell her that ſhe could con- 
quer her . ſhe thought ſhe 
| „ might | 
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tight be able to renounde the man the 
loved ;. | ſhe. flattered. herſelf, that ſhe 
could lead Zingis to the temple ;. that 
he could -join his hand with Zemira's ; 
and that her heart would burſt in fi- 
lence. She caught at the ideal ſcene, 


and grew enamoured with. miſery. . 


W 
@& «+ 


oY While Selima revolved theſe ideas in | 
her mind, ſhe neglected. that caution. 
which was neceflary. Her paſſion ra- 
ther increaſed. She continued to liwe 
with the princeſs; with one who, with» 


| out ſuſpecting it, was her rival; ande 
from whom ſhe daily heard the praiſes; 

| of him. ſhe loved. . When Zemnire as; 
uveaſy,, and. in tears expreſſed. her con- 
cern at the ilineſs of Zingis, Selima 

We would -weep, and agen tas in; Pity co. 

3 . Tm | f I 5 her 
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ker miſtreſs. Miſtaken git: the was 
content to be deceived; ſhe wiſhed not . 
td fly from! the cauſe of her miſery. | © 

Zingis was not yet recovere: on 
the contrary, his illneſs rather increaſ-- 
ed. A languor Hung about: Him, which 
evidently was not the effect of his fall: 
he was abſent in company, and con» 
ſtantly deſirous of being alone. Ih vain 
did the phyſicians preſcribe medicine 
after medicine ; their remedies were --F 
 inefficacious; it was not in the power; 
of Phyſc to remove his illneſs. bi- | 
kotos, who had attended Zingis with 
the affection of a brother, Was alarmed. - 
for kis ſafety: yet Rnew not how to 
relieve bim. With eagerneſs did he 
a 2 to inform kim whether 
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any ſecret cauſe increaſed his. diſorder ; 3: 

any unhappineſs which he could re- 
move? If there were, he conjured: 


him, as a friend, to aommunicgte it. 


Zingis was filent.. 


'The ſymptoms which had; from the 
beginning, attended the illneſs of Zin- 
gis, increaſed every day. The phyfi 
clans adviſed change of air and mode · 
rate exerciſe.. T hey hoped from, Na- 
ture, what they no- longer. expected 


from art. Preparations were therefore 
made to remove him. to the country- 


reſidence of Euphorbus. Theſe pre- 
parations were indifferent to Zingis,, 
He ſeemed not affected at his removal ; 
he expreſſed: neither joy nor diſguſt :: 
and when. aſked to fix the day of his. 

departure, 


or Lov *. 5 19 
departure, rephedd. he cared not how: 
ſoon. 


Far different were the ſenſations of 


Zemira. She had given a ſcope to her 
paſſion ; ſhe had nouriſhed it; and 
though ſhe knew the improbability of! 
ſucceſs, yet the would ſometimes flatter; - 
herſelf that it- vas-not impoſſible. She 
heſitated: not, to conſider Zingis as a 
man whom. ſhe loved. She dreaded his. 
removal, yet knew that he muſt de 
Part. Indeed. at preſent, although ſhe 
never ſaw or ſpoke. with him, yet the. 
8 had the ſatisfaction of conſtantly hears, | 
ing of him 3, no:change, however fight, 


d 
+ could take place,. but ſhe Was. acquaint= 
TT. ed with it.  Befides, when, near him, 
1 . accaſion,, ſhe thought, might in- 
. Spoons 
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Wm  fpire him with a mutual paſſion; or 


_ if that paſſion was,, as- ſhe would ſome- 
times imagine, already mutual, ſome 
1 E- © favourable opportunity might lead to 
J an explanation. At his departure theſe 
hopes were vanithed.. She fancied that 
then ſome beauty whom Zingis had 
captivated, might, by her affiduous 
care in reftoring bis health; by her 
tenderneſs in diffpating the. anxieties 


1 and ſorrows which oppreſſed him; and 
3 5 by the thouſand little offices of female 


8 friendſhip, gain an aſcendancy over. 
that heart for which ſhe ſo eagerly: 


corel The idea was digracting. 


r 
L 


| Selima's ies was more at eaſe. 
1 She felt ſeverely for the princeſs ; but 
die felt more for herſelf.” She confi 
\ 1 75 | derec 
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Sd Zingis no longer in the light of Fs 
one whom ſhe hoped to poſſeſs ; 1 yet 


ſhe could ill. bear his abſence. 1 she 
found her ſpirits agitated whenever his 
departure was mentioned. She was 
anxious, yet knew:not the reaſon. Seli- 
ma accounted for it, by 1 imagining it 
was compaſſion to her friend. She 
gave way to her grief, and knew not 
-that the was. Rill cheriſhing her lovGfar 
Zingis. She thought not. that the Was 


Nil N a Paſſion, which, it was 


—- o Wo 


Since the unfortunate illneſs of Zin- : 
gis, tl the king had ſcarcely ſeen Zernira, | 
Some important bufineſs which, gecu· | 


7 17 3 


pied his mind, had prevented him from 


f EO EE» 


ONE the princeks; ; and her thoughts 


244 
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had been engaged i in matters foreign 
+0 courts. At firſt her abſence was 


105 teration in Zemira's manners; the gai- 

ery of her friendſhip changed t. to a diſ- 
tant reſerve. 1t now appeared to him 
that ſomething hung heavy on her ſpi- 


rits, and affected her health. He was 
at a lofs to imagine what. Some trif. 


ſome punctilious ceremonies not pro- 
perly obſerved, might have cauſed a 


eG ILL: W 


temporary r reſerve ; 3 but theſe | were not 
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determined | to viſi her. 


e7 (inn; 
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not noticed ; after a little time, it 
grew conſpicuous. Every one eagerly 
inquired concerning her health. It was 
now that Philotos recollected the al- 


fling though neceſſary forms neglected, | 


ſuffic iellt to account for her illneſs, He 


— 


The apartments of Artec joined 

to the palace by a winding gallery. 
The king paſſed unſeen to her cloſet, 
He found her in tears. In vain did the 

princeſs attempt to hide her emotions. 

She ſcarbely kept from fainting. Phi- 
lotos fat down beſide her on the ſofa, 
He took her hand: She turned from 
him. The king preſfed it to his lips, 
Zemira fell on his neck. | | 


\ 


ee Tell me, Zemira;” Laid Philotos 4 

cc ſince the death of your father; have 

<< I not ever behaved with the affeQion N 

. f a parent 25 Zemira, ſobbing, N 

Faintly anſwered, © Ves. Have I not 

2 ſtrove, by my tendernefs and carey 1 

de to ſupply his placed“ Oh! yes, — 
Ne faid the princeſs. Have I 


«© not - 


ee 
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« not tried, by every endearment, to 
8 make you forget the loſs of a mo- 
« ther 2” Oh God? ſaid Zemira, 
8 whither does this lead ?? 4 Anſwer 
me: Can you complain of my kind- 
« neſs?” Zemira anſwered only by 
her tears. Oh! have I not loved you! 
| 20 have I not rejoiced with you in your 
more joyful moments?” The prin- 


ceſs fighed. « Have I not wept for 


ce your ſorrows; and now, my dear Ze 


mira, now is not my heart burſting 


ce at your - diſtreſs * Zemira ſunk. on 


| bis breaſt, 


bo * 


« If then, ” continued. Philotos, RO 


| ce have no cauſe to doubt the ſincerity 


cc te of my affection, why may I not be 


* intruſted with your confidence, why 


„ 


„ 
4 
3 
* 


t 


| or R. 1 
er not know the ſtory of your diſtreſs ? 
5.a brother's aſſiſtance might, perhaps, 
e be uſeful; at all events, a brother's 
& ſympathy could not be diſagreeable. 
«« ] think,” added he, in a more lively 
tone, © I think, Zemira, together we 
© might ſmile at misfortunes.” 2 0 50 


The king ſtopped, in expectation of 
an anſwer, but received none. He re- 


ſumed the diſcourſe, 


. «0 Has any one about my court,” ſaid 
Philotos, “ been wanting in reſpect 4 
Has their behaviour been improper ?” 
Far from it,” replied the princeſs. Or 
5 do you think your ſituation too con- 
« fined ? If fo, remove for a while into 
„the country—1 myſelf will attend, and 

> SE « ftrive 
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_—< ftriveto- divert you.” Zemira thanked 
; him, but aſſured him, her fituation 
was perfectly agreeable to her wiſhes, 
What then, returned Philotos, © what 
- << difirefles | you?—why will you not an- 
4 ſwer? Perhaps,” ſaid he, gently 
preſſing her hand, perhaps, Zemira, 
4 you are. in love. Why do you ſigh? 
Tell me, has any neighbouring prince 
been fortunate enough to gain your 
„ heart? If ſo, ſpeak, rely on my ho- 
„ nour for your happineſs, and do not, " 
my deareſt fiſter, diſquiet yourſelf on 
< that ſubject. Zemira, ir tears, in-. | 4 
formed him that ſhe ſcateely knew any | © 
; neighbouring prince—that thaſe ſhe had b 
ſeen ſhe had viewed withoutiemotione— | i: 
She ſtopped—Philotos heſitated; he | g 
| hat ne but tod true; nn 
5 . dared 


r LOVE. 
dared, in a faultering voice, to aſk her 
if me loved aſubje&? At that moment 


A voice ſcreamed at the door—'twas. Se- 


lima—ſhe ruſhed 3 in, and fell breathleſs 
on the ſofa, calling, at :the ſame time, 
on the name of Zingis. Is Zingis 


46 dead?” ſaid Zemira, half diſtracted. 


Selima could notanſwer. A ſervant i in- ” 


formed them, that he had ſuffered an 
attack, more dangerous than any he had 


mm 


before felt.; that his life was deſpaired 


of, and that he wiſhed to ſpeak to the 


king before he died. Zemira ſeized the 
King's hand. Fly, ” ſaid the princeſs, | 


- _ Oh, Aly and fave him !” Philotos o- 


beyed, leaving both Zemira and Selima 


in à kind of ee. He e 
quickly to return. 5 4 


' 
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I ̃ he king, however, came not accord- 
Ang to his promiſe: He ſcarcely indeed 


1 knew how to meet Zemira. - The loved 
—_ - her tenderly ;'ſo much fo, that he could 


ill refuſe her any favour ; - yet would he 
3 never conſent to a marriage with Zingis 
with one not deſcended from royal 
blood. To ſee her, therefore, without. 

_ noticing the diſcovery ſhe had made, 
Was ſilently to approve her choice; and 
in her preſent ſituation, to inſiſt on her 

| baniſhing Zingis from her thoughts, 

| : 5 might be attended with fatal conſe- 

ii _ quences. Beſides, Philotos knew too 

much of human nature, not to ſee that 
his was as uſelefs as it was cruel ; it 

Was inſiſting on what could not be per- | 
formed : He well knew that ſhe muft 0 

be cured of her paſſion by ſlow degrees. i 
5 1 U 8 55 
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He reſolved 8 not to go to her 
at preſent, but informed her, by one of . 


her domeſtics, that Zingis was much re- 
lieved— that he had, indeed, been ſud- 
denly indiſpoſed;. but that his. indiſpo - 
ſition had been, by proper attention, 
abated. He added, that in conſequence 5 


of this freſh attack, his journey into the 


country muſt neceſſarily be delayed for 


fome time. Philotos having given the 


princeſs this information, began ſeri- 


ouſly to conſider: how he might beſt diſ- 
entangle her from the web into which. 


ſhe had fallen. 


The king had before heard ſomething - 


of Selima's. paſſion for. Zingis. Her 


emotion and fainting. convinced him of. 
its reality. He fixed on her, therefore, „ 
C 3 a3 
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as the inſtrument by which his- plans: 
muſt be carried into execution. He re- 
fol ved to promote a marriage between 
her and Zingis, hoping, that if tbe 
princeſs ſaw the impoſſibility- of poſſeſſ-- 
ing her favourite, .ſhe would learn to 
forget him. Her paffion might be con- 
quered when flie found the object of it: 
inſenfibte to her-wifhes,. and then only. 
Intreaties would be vain, and force would 
he uſcleſs : he was therefore determined 
to uſe neither, but, without appearing: 


to act, ſtrenuouſly to favour the cauſe of 
Selima. With this view, he defired her: 


privately to attend-him in his cloſet. . 


Selima's heart beat with unuſual pal- 


Ek pitations at the receit of his order. A 


thouſand different ideas: 'crowded into 
c her 


RY] 
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her i imagination. She turned pale; chen : 
again in a- moment her cheek was co 


promiſed to come. 


Selima was not fully acquainted with 
the conference between Zemira and the 
king. She knew, however, that both 
the princeſs and herſelf muſt have be- 
trayed themſelves to him. She trem- 


bled, therefore, leſt ſhe might be the : 
| bearer of ſame: angry meſſage to her 
miſtreſs. She feared that the king would, 
by her, command Zemira never more to W 
think of Zingis. She was alarmed for her 
friend ; yet the idea carried with it a 
gleam of comfort for herſelf : It flattered : of 
| her wiſhes : Her imagination hurried on 
to ſcenes of delight. A ſudden thrill ſhot 


C 4 through 


vered with bluſhes—ſhe hefitated-—and = 


— 
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through her veins —'twas pleaſure car» 


| pared to attend the king. She had diſ- 
- patched all the attendants, and indeed 


m , , —1“?ö . 
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ried . to. exceſa: it bordered-on pain. 


— - w» "> 
=_ , 7 x *. 


— 


At the appointed time Selima pre- 


uſed every precaution to prevent obſer- 
vation. Shtſtole ſoftly from her apart- 
ment; her mind. ſeemed to tell her 
that there was fomething wrong, She 


| wiſhed not to be ſeen, yet was uncon- 


ſelous of what ſhe was aſhamed. At 


| the entrance of the gallery, which led 


to the palace, ſhe met Zemira. Selima 


ſtarted back ;. the was conftſed. The 


pPrinceſs obſerving it, tenderly aſked, 
- why ſhe was alarmed? and what concern 


led her to the palace? The ſurprized 
Selima ſcarcely knew how to-reply. She 
1 58 | bad 


E e . 33 25 


1 dmed-! to- er 


hhkd not Linas! mo 

Zemira : ſhe remained ſilent. Come, 
ſaid the princeſs, taking her hand; 
Come,“ ſaid ſhe, with infinite tender- 
neſs, “ return with: me; let us leave 

< palaces to- thoſe who can enjoy them. 

„Let us ſeek for comfort in our- 
c ſelves.“ Selima ſighed. She re- 
turned three ſteps with Zemira, then ; 
ſtop ped... After a moment's pauſe, ſhe . 


told her that her father was in the pa- b_ 
lace, and had deſired her immediate at- | 
tendance. She apologized for the fright is 
into which: ſhe- had been thrown 3 angd\\; 
: | accounted for it by the ſuddenneſs oh © 
: | the princeſs's appearanee in a place 
: | where ſhe ſo-little- expected it. Sh& 
8 added, that ſhe would ſoon wait on her. 
: Zemira quitting her hand, gently preſſ- 


C. 5 ed. 
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ed; and bade DE blech her. Selk 
tha's heart reproached her. She withed 
to return; to fall on the neck of her 
miſtreſs, and intreat for pardon, She 
booked backwards t it was too late: 
the princeſs was gene. Selima went 
en to the king, with an unſteady ſtep 
and a heavy hey 
| . V 


The mind that is conſcious of its 
en integrity ſuſpects not the want of 
x in others. Zemira thought no more 
of Selima's confufron. She imputed 
ker going to the palace to no other 
motives than what ſhe had avowed : 
and with impatience waited her return, 
that into her faithful boſom the might 
pour forth her cares, and from her re- 
ecive Comfort, Zemira's heart was 

” =" full 
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full. She knew not if her imprudence 


had not diſcovered the ſecret of her 
love for Zingis. She feared the anger 


of the king ; of a brother whom ſhe 
almoſt adored, and whoſe ſmiles ſhe- - 
was always accuſtomed to receive. She 
now expected his refuſal, and perhaps 
his ſcorn. Anxious and undetermined, 
| the had frequently reſolved to ſee him, 
and as frequently defiſted from the at- 5 5 
tempt. | | 


Once, indeed : at the time when Ze- 
mira had ſo confuſed. Selima, the had 
advanced as far as to the door of the 
palace; but here her heart failed her: | 
ſhe dared not proceed. She returned, 
as ſhe told Selima, to ſeek for comfort 


4% -LF4J 
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© jn herſelf.” But alas! her mind 
ſpoke not comfort to her. 


1 OY 


When Selima came into- the King's 


cloſet ſhe found Philotos already there. 


He had been waiting in expectation of - 


her; her time was expired, yet the was 
not arrived. He began to doubt her 


coming, wien ſhe entered the apart- 


10 ment. The king roſe to receive her: 
he perceived that ſhe was embarraſſed. 


He deſired her to be ſeated. Her em- 
barraſſment increaſed. He took her 


: hand, and, ſmiling as Ke preſſed it, told 


her chat he wiſhed to talk with her on a 
ſubject, which could not fail to be as 
pleaſing as it was intereſting. I 
« know the fituation of your heart,” 
continued hes 1 know, Selima, that 
ae you 


— 


x 
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* you Are in love. A tear ſtood in 4 
Selima's eye; © Nor am I ignorant 
„with whom. I know the object of 
your paſſion, and- I rejoice that” he-is 
& worthy of yon.“ A deep bluſh over- 
ſpread Selima's face. The: King waited 
not for an anſwer. . cc Zingis, added 
he, © ſince the days of his childhood, 
„ has ever been dear to me. | Reſt 


« affured, therefore; that I will con- 
„ ſult his happineſs, whilſt IL promote 
« yours. Yes, Selima, I. myſelf will 
* beſtow you on him, I will act a 
« father's part; the part of a kind one 


5 too,” 


Selima basses 11 what ſhe bend, "7 2 5 
The tears which before gliſtened in her 
eye, now ran down her cheeks. She 
| would 


88 * THE PERFLEXITIES. 
would have fallen on her knees, and 


thanked Philotos. He prevented her, 
and charging her, as ſhe hoped for ſue- 
ceſs to be ſecret, he deſired her to meet 


him at the ſame hour on the next day; 


adding, that he would then explain 
himſelf more clearly. Selima promiſed 
to attend. oy | . 


When Selima quitted the king, ſhe - 
retired to her own apartment. Her 
mind was too much agitated to ſee the 
princeſs. She was no longer able to 


reſtrain her joy. She thought that the 


ſole object of her wiſhes was now within 


her reach ; ſhe fancied that Zingis was 
her own. She forgot thoſe heroic ſen- 
timents, when ſhe imagined ſhe could 
renounce the man of her heart; when 

7 the 
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me Hattered herſelf that ſhe could give 
him to Zemita, and die without com- 


plaining.- Theſe ideas had vaniſhed, gw 
and far different ones ſucceeded: ideas 


of happineſs not granted to mortals 3 


deluſive ſcenes of joy never experi- 
enced on earth. Her imagination paint - 


ed, in flattering colours, glowing prof. 


pects of delight; delights ſhaded by 


no tints of ſorrow. It drew ſo exprefl- 


| ive a ſcene of pleaſure, that her mind 
could no longer bear the view. Tears 
fell on her boſom; but they were tears 


of joy: Selima wiſhed not to reſtraia 

Ir was not tin the firſt tranſports of 
joy had a little ſubſided, chat Selima 
cm of the princeſs, Zemits acted 
| like 
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- like a ſpell upon her happineſs. The 
name reminded her of obſtacles, which 
the knew not how to ſurmount. Ze- 
mira was her friend! From the days 


TW 


of infancy: had they lived together: 
they had been formed to babits of in- 
timacy, nay of love. No- thoughts had 
A cmira that Selima was not acquainted 
1 with; and never till now had Selima 
deceived. the princeſs. Already had 
ber mind reproached ber; already ſha 


; had ſuffered for her inſincerity. Should 

ſhe then continue the deception ? — 

When Zemira laid open her whole 
Þ heart, ſhould ſhe weep, and tell, her 
. 5 8 *twas for her ſorrows, and at the ſame - q 
E moment eagerly ſtrive to inereaſe them? J 
1 When the princeſs reelined on her boy t 
3 DG and. thought it the. boſom of. A hr 

„ 5 friend, 


or LOVE, 5 
Friend, ſhould ſhe then prove her moſt 


bitter and. ſecret enemy * Her con- 


ſcience upbraided her with the mean- 
neſs of the act: Honour ealled to her 
to diſdain the piryful deceit. 


As yet Selima was awake to the call. 


| She reſolved to ſee the princeſs ; to ok. 


quaint her with every circumſtance that 
had happened; to relate even the moſt 


trivial matters. To tell her ſlre had 


been her rival; alas! that ſhe was even 


now : but ſſie was alſo her friend. She 
determined to aſſure her that Zingis was 


her own; to tell her, that the preſence 
of Selima ſhould no longer diſtreſs her; 
that ſhe: would leave the court; that 


the- would leave Zemira ; ; and, what ; 


wounded more, that ſhe would fly from 
Ting 


TY * 
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Zingis. She reſolved to bid her adieu; ; 


to-join in one ſhort embrace ; to- repreſs 
the ſtruggling tear, and tear herſelf 


away for ever. 


Selima was proceeding to put her 


plan into execution, When. ſhe recol - 
lected the earneſt: manner in which Phi- 


lotos had enjoined her to be ſecret; 
She conſidered; that while ſhe: unde- 
ceived the princeſs, ſhe might betray 


the king. There might be motives for : 


his conduct 'whieh ſhe could not per- 


ceive. She was confident that he was 

acquainted with the ſecret of Zemira's 
paſſion; to lay open, therefore, the 
king's actions with regard to herſelf, 
ſhe thought upgenerous ; it might alſo 
occaſion variance between Zemira and 
| her 


' 


her brother; She defiſted, . therefore, 
from her plan of leaving the court, till. 
ſhe could firſt acqusint Philotos with - 


it. She waited with anxiety for the 
hour when ſhe was again to meet him. 


When Philotos promiſed Selima that 5 


not acquainted with the ſtate of his fa- 


vourite's heart. From his -illneſs,.. he: 


Judged, indeed, that he was in. love. : 


He had heard too-that.-it- was with Se- 
lima; but he knew not whether the \ 
report was founded in truth. He de- 

termĩned to inform himſelf. With this 
view he ſent for Euphorbus. . 


When the king had formerly applied 
to.Zingis, and preffed him to diſcloſe 
2 1 
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the ſecrets of his boſom; when in the 


moſt friendly and flattering terms, he 
had offered his advice and aſſiſtance, 
Zingis had remained ſilent. He knew 
that Philotos was- his friend; that he 


eſteemed him above the reſt of his 


courtiers; yet he dared not make a 
confident: of him. He ſaw that the 


king was affected at his forrows,.yet he 


could not reveal them to him. His 
ſtory. required to be whiſpered in'other 
ears ;. it requized. a hearer. who would 


bear with his weakneſs, and ſympa- 


thize in his ſorrows : one to whom he 
eould open his whole heart, on whoſe 
friendly boſom he could.weep without 


reſtraint, and from whom he was cer- 

tain to receive advice and comfort. 

He expected not this from the King 3. 
| page 
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10 him he was filent ; ; the: ſought a dear- 


er friend: it was a father. 8 
At n 5 


From him Zingis had doll ants 
ſecret. - When Euphorbus, ſitting by 


the fide of his bed, had attempted to 
cheer his fallen ſpirits; when with 4 
kind reproof, urged with parental fond- 
neſs, he had aſked him whither was his 


Zingis's hand, the tear ſtarting in his 


| eye, he had prayed him, for God's ſake, 

. to ſhew himſelf a man; adding at the 

2 ſame time, that he ſhould ſpeedily be 
S well, —Zingis had ſighed and told him, 
ix MW that neither health nor peace could ever 

1 again be his. “ But,” continued le 
8 ſlowly, and with heſitation, © I will no 

LS 52 longer keep my father in ſuſpence. . 


to „ 5 we] 45 The 


courage fled > — and eagerly preſſing 
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de The kind attentions which I have 

N cc received from you, Sir Oh God!! 
ny | | they are numberleſs. Would to Hea- 
V 
| Ch; - ap ems. 
C | - "© Atleaſt, while Idive they claim my 

| 3 frankneſs.—Ves, Sir, I will acquaint 
1 you with the ſecret which has hi- 
| „ therto lain in my boſom: I will 
| = | - "© tell you the cauſe of my illneſs. 
| 4 Perhaps, when you know my ſor- 
1 4 rows, and fee the impoſſibility of my 
A being relieved, though you may 
1 : -6C blame the imprudence of your ſon, 
F „ yet, in pity, you will not tell him 

44 ſo. -— Oh Sir! let me die without 

% knowing a father's anger!“ 15 


& 


Zingis 


0 F TL OV "De h 
Zingis was filent for a moment; but 
«receiving no anſwer, he camtinued to 


inform his father, that the cauſe of his | 


uneaſineſs was Love. He told Euph- 


orbus that his illneſs ,proceeded but 


little from any accident ; he had too 
imprudently nouriſhed his diſeaſe: he 


had* cheriſhed a paſſion, | which at firſt . 


might perhaps have been overcome. 
now he ſcarcely-xwiſhed to ſtrive againſt 
it. His ſpirits were fatigued, his 


father's kindneſs to hear his laſt wiſhes, 
and to cloſe on en __ 0 


& % 


1 4M | Peiags my 4 he FR 
when the name of Zingis may here- 

« after be mentioned, you may recol- 

zig lee ſome Pleaſing hours we have 


-* ſpent 


bo bir #7 f 


ſtrength exhaufted.; he only aſked a 
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< ſpent together; ſome moments when 
cc my company may have chaced away 
any intruding cares: If ſo, cheriſh 
ce the remembrance; do not let this 
& laſt imprudence baniſh every former 


cc impreſſion !” 


© Good God !' cried Euphorbus, with 


emotion, © wby' will you talk thus? 


© why diſtract me? What imprudence 
© have you committed? Keen wp your Z 


« ſpirits: 1 have heard nothing but 


« what may be relieved. I, my dear 


* fellow,” added he, preſſing his hand, 


I myſelf will ſeek the lady who poſ- 


ſeſſes your affections ; the king {ſhall 
5 plead for you.'”— Zingis fighed, — 
« Every thing ſhall go well.” — 66 7 
. pofſible] it is the princeſs.” * The 


- © princeſs ?* 


rt ix Op 
-« princeſs ?? Ves, Sir, the princeſs. 
But be not alarmed, my father, Ido 
% not aſk, I do not — I. do not 
hops to , her.” 8 | 


95 Unfortunate young man how 
the ſhouldſt thou hope? Do you not 
©. know that, by the laws; tis death to 
-< ſeek her? and can you imagine that 
„ Philotos will break through the 
bonds of la to beſtow the princeſs 

on you“ 


C I aſk no favour from him,“ ſaid 


7 

- BK: the unhappy Zingis. © Let me retire 
1 © to the country; there I may waſte. 
- the ſmall remains of my ſtrength 
- | © without-vexing a parent, and die 
. = i 4 FT afflicting him more. 


D «© One 
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«5, One requeſt only 1 have to make: 


it is to keep my paſſion ſecret from 


c. every one, but -chiefly from the 
« king. Do not. ſubject me to deri- | 


. hon, * 


by 


B $4. 
(| 


6 began to reply, when 
Philotos puſhed open the chamber door. 


He had deſired Euphorbus to attend 


him; but not ſeeing him, he had him- 
ſelf come to find him. After a few 
ſhort but eager inquiries concerning his 
Favourite's health, the king defired 
Euphorbus to withdraw with him. He 
wiſhed to converſe on matters of im- 
Portance. E ac 


—» 


1 . 


As ſoon as they were private, Philo- 


tos * him that he recollected, with 
N gratitude, 


m 0-V .. ot- 
«gratitude, his numerous ſervices; that 
he now meant to reward him in the 
perſon of his ſon. : He faid that he had 
long ſuſpected Zingis' s diſorder, but, 5 
till lately, knew not who was tke cauſe 
of it. Now that he was informed of 
the perſon on whom he had placed his 
affections, he intended to render him 
happy. Jes, my friend,” ſaid the 
king, «Imyſelf wilhoin his hand-with 
„ Selima's.“ With Selima's.!' ex- 
claimed Euphorbus. « Yes,” returned 
Philotos; © does. he not love Selimai?” 


Euphorbus was a courtier. He fear- 
ed leſt he had betrayed that, which he 
nom found the king was ignorant of. 
He therefore, inſtead of anſwering his 


queſtions filenly. allowed that Zingis 
D * Was 
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was attached to Selima; and thanking 
Philotos for the kindneſs of his inten- 
tions, aſſured him that he would in- 
> +ftantly acquaint Zingis with. his deter- 
mination. 


3 retired into his private 
ene : His mind was anxious and 
unſettled. That acuteneſs of obſerva- 
tion which had enabled him to pene- 
trate the ſecrets of his enemies; that 
accuracy of judgment with which he 
had profited by his knowledge; that 
firm and deliberate courage, which had 
inſured ſucceſs to every plan, —all now 
deſerted him. He who could: recon- 
oile the jarring intereſts of a nation, 
1 knew not how to obviate this unoxpe- 
| ok * „ 12711 


d'r ro I 34 
At one moment he reſolved to ſeek 
the king; to:refign into his hands the 
badges of office, to lay afide the diſ- 
tinctions of grandeur, to relinquiſh the 
ornaments of princely munificence, and 
to diveſt himſelf of the gratifications of 
power: To repreſent to. Philotos that 
he was infirm and aged; that after have 
ing ſpent the years of judgment and of 


_ manhood in planning and perfecting | 


ſchemes of government, he would not 
now diſgrace his. latter days with the 


projects of imbecility : To tell him that 


ambition was à toy too triffling for 
age, and that the ſplendors of a court 
could add little luſtre to grey hairs: 
To requeſt permiffion to retire from a 
2 ſcene, of which the hurry diſtracted 
him; and to wear out the remains of 
EY D 3 life 


} - 
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life where he might recolle&; with” 
_ gratitude, the bounties of his prince, 
and with 3ay contemplate his virtues. . 
4 Then again; when he recalled. to 
mind his merits and his power; the 
reward to which, by a life of ſervices, 
he was entitled; and - the diſtinction 
which unlimited favoeur- might procure 
him, he reſolved to-throw himſelf at the 
feet of -his maſter, to. repreſent the uns 


happy ſituation of. Zingis; to implore | 
Philatos,. by beſtowing Zemira, to give 
life to the ſon; or, by ber, to 
take it. from the father. 


ig 


Vet what expectations could he have 
that a prince, reſpected and loved by 
his * and whoſe name was. formi · 

dable 


le 


: h ev. Mr 


dable to the neighbouring nations, jea- 


lous of the honour and proud of the 


accompliſhment s of: his ſiſter; ſhould 
| beſtow her on a ſubject ? ſhould reject 


the dignity which accompanies regal 
power, . deprive: his people of the ah. | | 
vantages of ſplendid alliance, and diſ- 


obey the laws of his kingdom, that he 


might reward a man whoſe ſervices had 
been already overpaid? Or, if the in- 
tereſts of his favourite ſhould overba» 


| lance his regard for thoſe of his peopla, 


was he ſure that Zemira would not re- 


ſent the inſult ? that ſhe would not re- 


ceive the propoſal with. derifion, . and 
reject it with ſcorn ?- 


Under this uncertainty he deter- 
mined to remove Zingis from the courty 


to 
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to keep him ignorant of the king's de- 
| fire of an union with Selima, and to 
ovade the inquiries of Philotos on that 
ſubject. He reſoived to retain his own - 


poſt, fince to retire at that time, might 


not only have the appearance of dif-.- 


gult, dut would effectually. prevent 


| | him from profiting by any obfervations : 


which he might make on the conduct 


of Zemira. He was not, indeed, with- 
out expectations that Zingis might for- 
get = paſſion which he allowed to be 
hopeleſs: and he looked forward with 
joy and anxiety. to the time when he 
might fill his place, and do honour: to 


his father's memory. 


When Philotos had quitted the 
apartments of the miniſter, he ſent for 
Selima. 


* 


4 


Fl 


Selima. From che converſation which 2 
he had held with her the preceding 
day, he entertained no doubt of her rea- 

dineſs to acquieſce in any propoſal that 

might enſure her the poſſeſſion of Zin- 
gis. Her embarraſſment, her tears, the 
diſorder into which ſhe was thrown by 

the name of Zingis; and the extacy with 

which ſhe-learned the king's intentions 

in her favour, promiſed ſomething on 

her mu" . different * reluctance. 


70 His afloniſhment Selima enteted 
bis apartment in tears, and with marks 
of the moſt unfeigned ſorrow, He taok 
ker hand—ſhe trembled , and could 
ſcarcely ſtand. He defired her to be 
ſeated—ſhe ſunk, almoſt lifeleſs, on the 


ary Philotos was much affected; he 
D's een 
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_ attempted to talk on trivial ſubjects, and 
im a tone of gaiety, while he did not ven- 
ture to-look..in-her. face, leſt he ſhould: 
betray his emotion. 


After ſome time; and when Selima 
had - a little recovered, he reſumed the 
ſubject of her marriage with Zingis. 
Ha had ſeen, he ſaid, the father of his 
friend, and had told him the happineſs 
he intended for his ſon: That Euphor- 

bus had received the propoſal with joy 
and ſurpriſe, and- had left him to com- 
municate it to- Zingis. And,” added 
the king, proſſing Selima's hand, lit- 
© tle now remains but that I fix the time 

«< when I muſt give away. the hand of 


© my daughter. Never,” inter- 
rupted Selima.—“ Never!“ ſaid ſhe, 
burſting 


burſting into tears. How! Selima!! 
c Sir!” ſhe: continued, c you loved my 
ce. father; and friendſhip fot him will lee 


© you- bear with the follies of his daughs - 
<ter : You found me happy with him 
and adding what I could to his haps | 
c pineſs: :You- brought me to a court; . 
«from which his infirmities kept him. 


«You made me, Sir, an orphan! In- 


& -deed. you. have been a father to me: 
 66:L9ll ſtrove . to make me happy; Jam 
© miſerable from my own folly... I came 
$20 you, Sir, added Selima, to open 
© my heart, and. will not be guilty of 


«deceit, . I have loved Zingis fool 
© that] was! I found myſelf wretched, ; 
5 yet did not ſeek: for relief; I feel my | 
« folly, and I do not hefitate to own it. 
66: come, Sir, to thank you for kind» - 
WE © 00 neſſes 
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c neſſes which I have not deſerved; 


5c 
CC 


ce 


66 


cc 


5c 


4s 


466 


100 


46 


60 


for bounties which have been thrown 
away; to requeſt your permiſſion to 


retire to my father, who wants: thoſe 


ſervices, which are uſeleſs. to the 


prineeſs. My preſenee may render 


16 


the approaches of death leſs percep- 
tible to him, and his endearments 
will enable me to find ſome com- 
fort in life. With him I ean in- 
dulge my ſorrows without reſtraint, 
and be miſerable without affliing 
my friends. Perhaps, Sir, at ſome 
future period you may remind Ze- 
mira of my friendſhip and diſtreſs $ 
you may. tell her, that though I. 
parted from her, I did not part with- 
out reluctance ; and if I left her 


abruptly, it was from the dread of 


“ ſepa» 


er LOVE. 81 
60 ſeparation ; 4 from _ terror ol bid- 
M "Sn LEY.” | 


aid theſe words-in a low | 
voice, interrupted with tears, and ſome- 
times rendered almoſt inarticulate by 
abe, which ſhe could not reftrain. | 


The king had ade bein e % 
of Selima: he now dropped it. Se- 


lima,” faid he, © I underſtand vou: 
«© you oppoſe me in my wiſhes: Tam 


LAY 


* 


* endeavouring to render you happy, 
* and you are determined to be miſe-. 
* rable. You counteract the dickates : 
c of prudence and nature, that you 
% may gratify a viſionary ſcheme of 
c honour : you ſubmit to the delufions 
* of pride, and are content to be cheat- 

$6 ed 


bu THE. PPRPLEXITIES | 
| 3 «ed to your ruin. You know that your 
* miſtreſs is your rival, and you ima- 
| va gine that, by quitting the court, you - 
[| __ *«-leave her in poſſeſſion of Zingis— - 
* 

| 


«©: You are deceived, . Partial as I am 
ce. to Zingis, and fond even to madneſs 
cc of Zemira; although my heart bleeds 
cc for her anxiety, and without her life 
would be inſupportable, yet,” added 
| . P Philotos, claſping his hands with ve. 
| \ hemence, ** ſooner. will I behold the 
c body. of a favourite, by my order, | 
Le: 00 breathleſs. on the ſcaffold ; ſooner 
hear the upbraidings of a ſiſter in the 
5 agonies of death calling. for venge⸗ 


i e ance on her murderer, than ſuffer - 
1 - & diſgrace to fix on the family of my 
| « anceſtors.” | 


The 


\ 
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The king's emotion, almoſt deprived 


Silima of. knowledge: . le ſaw her 


alarm, and, in- milder tone; affured 
her that his reſolution, Was determined: 


i had been his prayer, he ſaid, that he 
might have parted with life rather than 


have been the cguſe bf unhappineſs to 
Zemira. The prayer had been denied; 
He had the miſery of oppoſing her u- 
nion with the man whom ſhe had cho- 
ſen, and the vexation of driving. from 
his court the friend in whom ſhe; con- 
fided.”- That friend he- had laboured to 
make happy, and a cauſe of happineſs 

to her miſtreſs : He-. was diſappointed .. 
in both. His palace, however, was 

not a priſon ;; and he would not wiſh 
ker, from affection to her friend, to 


fail in duty to her father. 
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Selima ſcarcely heard him to the end, 
but falling on her knees, unconſcious - 
what the did, ſhe called on Him wh 
gave her being to witneſs, that her firſt 
wiſh was the happineſs of Temira—to 
increaſe which ſhe heſitated not to ſa- 
crifice her own; that ſhe would remain 
in the palace of Philotos, t that ſhe would 
receive his commands. with fubmiſfion, - 
and obey them in ſilence. She requeſted 
him however to remember, thar though 
ſhe might bear me weight of miſery, 1 | 


ſhe could not ſuſtain that of guilt. She t 

could be content to die, but never to be 

criminal to Zemira. x c 

BOP abs; he would take 7 

no ſteps in which the advantage of both ir 

Was not conſulted; and after defring th 
her 


o O 3856 


ber t to be ſecret, with regard to Zemira, ; 
he retired. - 


Selima was now left alone, and at 
leifure to reſtect on her fituation. It 
had indeed changed, .but the knew not 
whether the change had been favour- 
able. She had learned the impoſſibility. 
of Zingis's ever poſſeſſing the princeſs; .. 
and conſequemly had been taught to 
look on Zemira only with pity and in- 
creaſed affection. Vet theſe feelings, as 
they forbade her to profit. by Zemira's'- 
diſtreſs, removed ftill farther the chines- | 
of-an-unioncwith. Zingis. Tothat union 
ſhe had ſolemnly determined never to 
conſent, until it could no longer be of 
importance to Zemira; and the reſolu- 
tion, painful as it might ſeem, yet, as the 
D act: 


Let Selima was not without enjoymentz 


5 indulge her feelings without reſtraint; 


to excite ſome pleaſing emotion. Her 


of. ons the forgot her own. In 
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act of a virtuous mind, gave conſolatiom 


to Selima. 


Still ſhe was to live with the prinetſs, 
and hear her ſorrows, without any pow 


er of alleviating them; to witneſs her 
ſtruggles for that which. was inevitably 


out of her. reach, and to. liſten to plans 


of romantic happineſs, which ſhe was 


forbidden to tell her were viſionary. 


nor deſtitute of comfort. She could 


and the.remembrance of Zingis, perpe» 
tually recalled to her mind, never failed 


cares too were leſſened, by being. di- 
vided; and while ſhe felt for the grief 


Zemira 


ery Lows: ͤ 
Zemira ſhe ſaw-one. as unhappy as her- -þ 
ſelf, without her opportunities. of re- 


lief; and a lefs ſanguine temper than 
that of Selima, might find that it was in» 
the power of time and chance to remove: 
any obſtacles.to her-happineſs. . 

On the other hand, Zemira's difficul-- 

ties were increaſing, She had eneou- 
* a paſſion which would be called 
criminal :; She ſeverely felt the conſe-- 
quences of it. She had the wretched-- 
neſs of attempting ta conceabthat which 
ſhe feared was known; She was anxious 
to avoid the ſight of him, from whoſe © 
preſence, till now, ſhe had ſeldom been 
ſeparated. She had: forfeited perhaps is 
the affection of a brother—ſhe had lot | 
too the .confidenge in herſelf—ſhe had 1 

n. 
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Selima. 


hie way ee | 


no confolation but the Se: of 


Matters were in this fituation when 
News was _ to Philotos, that Al- 


ing prince, was on 


* 
— 4 


Almanzor was a prince, whoſe fame 
and military, accompliſhments - were 
much celebrated. From his youth he 
had been trained to- arms, and had 


learned to conſider valour as the only Ml * 
virtue requiſite to a king. The po- 


lifhed manners, which are inſeparable e: 


from courts; he called effeminacy:; he 


was unable to diſtinguiſh between con- 

deſcenſion and ſervile cem pliahee; and e 

he \ was ignorant of any n reſpect i $ 
: than 
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dan that which originated in fear. His 
father, by his oppreſſion, had loſt his 
throne, and it had been Almanzor's fate 
to regain it by eonqueſt. He deſpiſed 

his people; and ſuch as he did not make 
ſoldiers he rendered ſlaves. In all diſ- 
putes-his deciſion was abſolute; and he 


1 


who could talk of liberty when they 


they ſhouldꝭ preſerve t on the ſcaffold ; 
and deſiring them to chuſe what 2 
they * die. | 


>> With ſachs diſpoſitions it is not won 


nd 4rful:that Almanzor was hated by his 
cet i ens. Nn by his brutal ty- | 


ranny 


always relied on the juſtice of ſuperior 
force. He laughed at the folly: of thoſe: 


could not defend their lives; telling 
them, as chey kad fought for: freedom, 
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ranny when at home, and harraſſed when 
engaged in war, by his exceſſive extor- 
tions, they ſaw their fortunes or their 
lives in continual danger. By Rintolera- 
bie oppreffion it might be imagined re- 
 fiſtance would be excited. But Alman- 
- ZOr was the idol of the army. Steady 
nn diſcipline, and rigorous in exacting 
| obedience, he ſuffered no tpfranny ex- 


cept his own. Accuſtomed to hard- 


ſhips, he required no indulgence for 


himſelf, nor allowed it to others; and 


fearleſs of danger, he deſired none to 


advance but where he led the way. In 
rewarding bravery he was liberal. to 


,exceſs:; far from envying the ſucceſs of 


others, he was diligent in tracing, and 
laviſh in commending it. Severe to him- 
he had formed an idea of excel - 

| lence, 


| — OF 1. O v K. = og 
lence; to which however near he might 
approach, he could never attain, * Ohl“ 
exclaimed Almanzer, when his army 
were purſuing a more numerous but 
routed enemy, Oh, chat ſuch an army 1 
% ſhould be without a general? 


WS +» 


There is ſomething in romantic va- 
lour Which attracts our eyes, and ren- 
ders us unconſcious of the attendant | 
horrors of oppreſſion, injuſtice, prodi- 

gality, and cruelty. It -raiſes a PE 
tion of heroiſm in our breaſts ; it hur- 


In ries us irreſiſtibly over the field-of bat- | 
to tle ; it bathes our hands in blood, and 5 
of makes us rejoice in murder! Deaf to 
md the cries of the wounded, we ruſn for- 
im- ward to the purſuit; we load with» 


cel- chains the hands of degraded royalty 5 
„ Es 
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; | _ + we hear with complacence the: lamen- 

Wi tations of a diſtracted mother; we turn 

W from the ſpeechleſs agony. of unpro- 
tected beauty; we liſten» to the ſhouts 
of —— andi are pr: 


ES Almanzor had experienced the gene- 

> - ral diſpoſition to be-favourable to bra- If © 
very. He was always reeeive * 

reſpect, and often with. aid 

-Philotos, through. a port of whoſe do- 


minions be had farmeriy requeſted hi 
leave to march . on an, expedition, from m 
| m 


whichhe was. now. returning with vie- 
tory, had at that time gone out to re- 
_ ceive and entertain, him. The open 

manlineſs and blunt fincerity, which 

enter ſo largely into a«foldier's charac- 

ter, had diſpoſed Philatos to requeſt 
kim 
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him to viſit the court on his return.— 
Zemira too, who had attended her bro- 
ther, ſeemed flattered by the attention 
of one, to whom all were ſubſervient. 
The parade of martial array, and the 
order of military diſcipline, raiſed great 
ideas of his power; while the emulation 
of all ranks, and their eagerneſs to 
pleaſe him, left little doubt of his vir- 
tue, He ſtrove to entertain her with 
repreſentations of ſcenes, in which ne 


himſelf delighted ; and for her amuſe-. 
ment ſhe ſaw engaged in the ſport: of 
mock · battles, an army, of which per- 
haps, in a few days, fearcely a empant. i 


would be left. % 65s bet act ood 


Almanzor felt a ſatisfaction in trying 
ee her; ; and, for the firſt time in 
i E = > 
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his life, regretted that he was engaged 
in war. On his departure the. gave him 

a wreath which, ſhe ſmiled and ſaid, s 
mould protect him fror his enemies :; 
and his generals with aſtoniſhment be- 
held him ſeize the hand'of a laey, and 


vow on his return to lay: his er at 
Her feet. 117 Lan ms 2 24 


Theſe words: had at che ticks "mide 
little impreffion on” Zemirt's mind, ex- 
___ the Lenne A 4x10mentary 


4 ©." 


Po band to his Aer 23 he bade ber 


adieu her eye faintly gliſtened: the 


pf ſounded, and the ** began 
* march. : 


* 
f PE 1 
* 
Three 
RI TOE 


* 
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Thane: years had now elapſed -fince 
Almanzor's departure; and in thoſe | 
years the feelings of Zemira, whatever 
they might have been, were conſider- 
ably altered. Almanzor too had been 
engaged in a long and hazardous war; 
in battles often fought with doubtful 
| ſucceſs, and ſcarcely ever won but by 
-miracles of perſonal valour. Theſe 
were ſcenes during which a mind like 
his found no time to indulge imaginary 
7 ſchemes of happineſs. - The light flame 
4 of love burns but nn amidſt the 
= 'blaſts:of wa. nn he e 
Still 3 Zemira was not for 
gotten:: her wreath was always worfi 
on che day of battle; and on- the mo- 
nument erected to celebrate the- firſt 
1 E 2 victory, 
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victory, her name was engraved. It 
had been obſerved alſo, that conditions 
were offered, more favourable than Al- 
manzor had been accuſtomed to grant: 
but theſe had been rejected; and his 
pride would afterwards attend to no- 
thing but unconditional ſubmiſſion. 
His opponents, had defended themſelves 
with aſtoniſhing perſeverance : after 
every defeat they had rallied-with freſh 
reſolution, and returned to the field 
with that determined courage which is 
inſpired only by deſpair. At firſt every 
inch of ground had been diſputed; till 
tired of reſiſtance, which was unavail- 
ing, they retreated at che conqueror's 
approach, leaving their rout to be traced | 
by the deſolation they ſpreal over 
their own country. Almanzor ad- 
| LC vanced 
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vanced to the capital: and after 5 
having ſlaughtered: thouſands'by. alle 
ſword, by fatigue and famine, he had 
the ſatisfaction of reducing to: fad ery 
the poor and miſerable remaindefi He 

was now returning with am army dimũ- 
niſhed to one fourth oft its former num- 
bers, harraſſed with: fatigue and ſick - 
neſs, to celebrate his conqueſt; to bud 
his people rejoice at the death of their 
relations, and at the ſucceſs: of. a ty 
n 50 nar k to OE aa» oP , 
1.00335 Sabie vi Da 9 15 551 
The return of anew had deen 
eagerly expected by Philotos, and ap- 2 
peared at this time particularly fav“our- 
able. He had long known him to be 
brave and powerful, and had conſidered 
him as a ſplendid ally, but dangerous 
| rival, 
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rival. He wiſhed, therefore, by uniting» 
him with his fiſter, to make him his 
friend. He had been pleaſed. to ſee his 
gallantries to Zemira, and to obſerve. 
that ſhe was not diſſatisfied with them. 
Her late attachment indeed had oppoſed: 
his ſchemes; but he hoped that the 
gaiety of his court, and the. diverfions-. 
in which the would be obliged to join, 
would: diſſipate what he called the ro- 
mantic. effect of ſolitude and fancy. 
The preſence alſo · of Almanzor would 
recal. paſt: and pleaſant ſcenes: : ſhe would: 
hear the recitals of his courage, which 
me could nat but admire ;- and, dazzled: 
with the ſplendor of his actions, would 
overlock, or ſee hut indiſtinctly, the 
milder accompliſhments of Zingis. Al- 
6 would doubtleſs demand her 
| hand; 


1 


2 .Q F I 0 v E RX ' 79 ; 
k 4 &. 43 4 3 A 1 3 | 


hand ; and Philotos determined without 
_ heſitation to give his conſent. ü 


The king had, immediately on his 
receiving notice of Almanzot's- ap- 
proach, made extraordinary exertions 
to entertain him. He had collected all 


which, from nature or induſtry, could 


delight the eye; every thing which 
might aſtoniſh .by its magnificence, or 
ſurprize by its minuteneſs. He had ex- 


| hauſted the. ſtock of pleaſures and: 


ports, and wearied his imagination in 
Planning new ones. Nat a day but had 


ſome appropriated diverſion, and not a 


diverſion but what, in ſome way or 
other; was gonnected with Zemira. 
Gatnes were ordered in her name; her 


Praiſes were to be celebrated, her beauty | 


E 4. proclaimed . 
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proclaimed and defended ; from her 


hands rewards: were to be beſtowed, 


and at her deſire puniſhments remitted. | 


Zemira ſaw theſe preparations with re- 


gret, but did not venture to declare it. 


She wiſhed not to preſide at court, yet 


could not refuſe. Its tumultuous plea- 


ſures ſhe thought might baniſh ideas, 
with which; though they made her mi- 
ſerable, ſhe: could net bear to part. 
She flattered herſelf, however, that as 
ſhe had forgotten Almanzor, ſhe was 


no longer remembered by him; and 
hoped that Philotos would not, by 


urging his ſuit, ſubject her:to-the mor- 


tifying taſk of refuſing him. At court 
too ſhe might have opportunities of 
Lane Zingis, and of convincing him 
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leaſt, that ſhe. gave no prefergnce. ton 
| Amen ek 87 0 om Loch, 


| 11:45 „10 HA 10 loving ads 
The hen, of the noble viſitar, . 

and the preparations.. made to receive 

him, had-diverted the King's attention 


from the intended union between Se- 


time indeed allowed no leiſure to fore 


ward it. He. therefore readily agreed 
to Euphorbus's requeſt, that Zingia 
might for a time xetire from. caurt. . 

Dun 290 nf ô“ en eld ods: 
| Enphorbus | had not: informed: bis (o 
of his conference with the king, and be 


now thought it. unneceflary, 1 Fins. 
was content.to. leave the .courty;agg 


| would ſtrive, as. he told. | his facher, to 


forget it. It only remained to take. 
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Formal leave of Philotos ; and it was. 
| judged moſt proper to defer that till 
the arrival.of Almanzor, that he might 
at the fame time have the merit of 980 
* his e to ane 0 


When — had recommended 
Aingis te retire into the country, he 
Had alſo acquainted kim with the eom- | 

ing of Almanzor, and the king's defire 

A aN altiance Wick him. And there 

could he no doubt but that this would 

take place, as Almanzor was known to 

have the fame wiſhes. He repreſented 

# to Zingis, therefore, the folly of en- 
dettaining hopes. where ſucceſs was im- 

| Poffible; and he called upon him, as a 

*@ury - which he owet te the independ- ' 
od of manhood, to ſhake off that ſw 


"+ 


Dineneſs, | 


Fo - 
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pineneſs, which diſgraced his nature. 
Is had ever been · the curſe, he ſaid, of 
ſuperior excellence to. find its progreſs 
intercepted hy ſame Viſionary obſtacle; 
and it ſeemed to be the fate of man to : 
have his pride confounded and his dig- 
nity debaſed/by ſeking whole ages of 
labour deſtrohyec by the folly-of a mo- 
ment. In vai were difficultics oppoſed | 
and-ſurmounted; in vain did the dan- 
gers-of the attack vaniſh-at the approach 
of the" aflaitant in vain did he reach 
he efſlinenee, if at the- moment when 
the reward was to be ſeized, the bane - 
ful influence of beauty ſhould benumb 
His faculries, and in an inſtant fink him, 
feeble and unreſiſting, careleſs. whither 
he ſhould fall, and tegardleſs if he ever 
voſe again. He intreated Zingis not to 
20 E 6 increaſe 
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increaſe the number of thoſe who. had 
attracted the attention of all, only to 
ſhew them how miſerably their. expec+ 
tations T"_ * ee 


. Theſe refleations were : not „ 
away upon Zingis. Conſaious that much 
was expected, he was aſhamed that no- 
thing had been done. He recollected 
wich regret the promiſes. of- his earlier 
days, and he turned with vexation from 

the confideration of the preſent. He 

had. found himſelf. miſerable in, his cir- 
cumſtances, and was afraid to inquire 
into their ſtate: he had felt himſelf 
hurrying en toward · ruin, and had ſhut 
bis eyes, that he might not fee the pre- 
eipice. Still the principles which he 
WAP from his education; though 
g weakened, 
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weakened, wer not ſubdued : and he 
reproached, .hunſelf, in the midſt. of 
languor apdjinaftivity, with ameanveſs 


and; unmanly,defpairyst Theſe ſtruggles | 
for fresdomihecame more {requent and 
powerful n the! news: ofieAlmanzos's 
coming Hingi had been agg,Kd 


to be ſupreme, and could not bęœar. a 


competitor. The idea that he had a 
riral, and perhaps a fayoured one, Was. 


ſufficient, if, not · to ſubdue, his paſſion 
at leaſt, to. render. him. aſhamed. of it. 
Had he been: convinced that Zemira 
returned his affection, no danger would 
have. been too great to hazard, no fas 
erifice too painful 70 make; nay, While 
it was even dqubtful, he could ſubmit 


ta all the miſeries of ſuſpenſe, . to 


le at the vague ſuggeſtions. of 
3 reports, 


— 
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report, ahd be alarmed at ihe udeer- 
tainty of ſilence. But wken the doubt 
was temeved, when Zemira was cer- 
tainly deſtined. for another, his ſuffer- 
iugs were diminiſhed; and his pewer of. 
 refiſting' ehem increaſed | his fate was 
nn d couſequentły could be 
derte t 1% bas, ee „ 
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| Zingis felt hinlelf ſo much relieved . 
by cheſe conſiderations, that he regrets 
ted having acquainted Eüphorbus with 
his weakneſs. He told him, however, 
ihat the period of his folly was paſſed, | 

| and the time approached when he 
tiuſted he ſhelild again prove himſelf | 
worthy of his father. He had indeed 
tong Isitered in indolence, but he 
hoped he was not totally unfit" for 'a 

$3001 tion! 
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tion: his arm might perhaps have loft 
its ſxilfulneſs . but not its vigor. He. 
added, that; with his permiffion;: he 
would go a'velunteer in ihe eee 
Which Philotos gn 

„iel 52 

This expedition was- pain a Na 
-itti, - who had made themſelves form» 
dable by their numbers and beldneſs. 

Unlike the generality of plunderers, 
who. ſeize by violence .that they. may 
waſte in riot, theſe had formed: a ſet- 
tled ſociety, and though at war with 
the reſt of mankind, had eftablifhed' a 
government among themfelves,, pra» 
tected by laws, and enforced by puniſh» 
ments. The neighbouring ſtates, who 
Felt the effects of their rapine, . had 
. 10 furniſh an army, which 
' | might 
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might reduce them to obedience, or 
drive them from a country, of which 
they were the terror. —It was in this 
fervice that Zingis wiſhed to engage, 
and Euphorbus with RS grant- 
ed his ey 


2 FI 3 arrived when Al- 
manzor was to viſit a court that waited 
for him with, expeQation, and almoft 


with eagerneſs. Philotos had aſſembled 
all his nables. Zemira too was preſent. 
Almanzor appeared. He approached 
haſtily to Philotos, who, advancing, 
received him as a monarch: and a bro- 
ther. Almanzon turned te 28 mira. 
She was motionleſs; He had come, he 
Jaid, to. fulfil his promiſes, and to 
en the * 1 :copquelt lat her 
Jai | feet, 


'S 


or ro ' 3 


Zemira bluſhed—her eye met 
pe of 3 trembled.. 


= courtiers preſſed Weener ieee 


zor with congratulations: on his ſucceſs; 


and he heard nothing but repetitions 
of his praiſes. Zingis approached 


among the reſt, He rejoiced, he told 
him, at his ſucceſſes in war; and was 
happy in paying his reſpects to one, 


whoſe bravery it would ever be kis 
pride to emulate. He then addreſſed 

Philotos, and requeſted leave to aecom- 
pany the general of his army. He was 
tired, he added; of inactivity, and 
aſhamed of receiving henours, of — 

he ad not en n N 
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Philotos was ſurprized. He looked 


. at Zingis : : the marks of ill 
health were viſible in his favourite's 
eountenance—he was unfit for the fa- 
tigues of war. Whence,”” ſaid Phi- 
letos, is this ſudden reſolution ? Why 
« expoſe your health to unneceſſary 
6 riſk * Bingis anſwered, that the 
-reſolution was well conſidered, and that 
he was convinced it was the only means- 

regain his former firength If. 
not, he continued with a faint mile, 
3 the field of me e 
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Philotos heſitated for n:; moment. 
5 Go, Zingis,“ ſaid he, c but remem- 
cc ber how dearly, my happineſs is con- 
—— for your ſafety: go, but re- 

4“ collect, 
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te collect, that if you . 1 am ac- 
44 ceſſary to your death, 


Zingis heard not a ſyllable—bis at- 
tention was fixed on the princeſs—ſhe 


was pale as:death.—Shke ſeized Selima's 
land, and would have retired ; the 


crowd: prevented her: ſhe continued? . 


ſtanding for a: moment, and then ſunk. 
into her ſeat. Zingis remained im- 
moveable. The king perceived his diſ- 


order, and, turning; ſaw toe-plainly- 


the cauſe of it. Zemira- ſoen recovered, 
and complaining. of fatigue, retired, 
"aning. upon Selima, who herſelf 
needed ſupport. Dingis kept his- eye 
fixed on her till ſhe was no longer vi- 
fible. She took leave of the king andi 
af Almanzor: e palked cloſe by 


Zingis, 
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The canſe, of Zemira's ſudden indif- 
Poſition was readily ſeen by Philotos, 
and as readily. hidden from Almanzor, 


Zingis, but did not once look. toward 


him. 


He confidered\it only as the effect of 
heat and fatigue: he was concerned at 


the time, but it was only the concern k 
of a moment; and" before Zemira. was fi 
well withdrawn, he was engaged in d 
converſation with Philotos, on the ſub- bi 

je& of Zingis's lie- 5 m 

| K th 
This canta afforded ama re · ſe 


ef to Zingis. He heard Almanzor alt 


approve his determination ; ; telling him, 


! that his illnefs was the effect of laſſi-· ein 
tude, the wearineſs of being ſtill; and 
: | . 


OF LOVE. * 
he found the king willing to repeat his 
permiſſion, without the former hefita- 
tion, He approached Philotos, to bid 
him adieu—he thought he had pro- 
vided firmneſs ſufficient for the taſk, 
but he was miſtaken: his tongue faul- 
tered-as he began to ſpeak, his eye was 
full of tears; he ſunk on his knee, and 
ſeizing the king's hand, preſſed it in 
filence to his lips. The action was ſud- 5 
den. It ſeemed to-Philotos as the em- 
brace of a friend whom he was never to 
meet again; and he found, that neither 
the punctilios of ceremony, the pre- 
ſence of- eourts, nor the pride of roy- 
alty fearful of being degraded, could 
ſubdue the emotions of the heart. Hle 
embraced his favourite. Zingis could 
ſcarcely ſupport himſelf; he leaned 
„ 2 


1 THE PERPLEXIT'IES 
upon his father's arm, -and-retired with- 
out uttering a word. 


As ſoon as Zingis was alone, he 
threw himſelf on the fofa:; he no longer 
_ *coneealed this emotions, but, Ariking 
this hand againſt his forchead, burit 
Anto tears. It: ſeemed as if they did not 
dot ſufficiently faſt, forthe ſtrove by 
every artifice of exaggerated repreſenta- 
tion to increaſe them. He exclaimed 
that he was the moſt -unhappy of men; 
* where ät was impoſſible to ſuc- 
ceed; perhaps beloved, where ſueceſs 
would be infamous: a ſon, whoſe pre- 
dence was a pain to his father; a fa- 
vourite, whoſe death would relieve the 
-adXictics +06 his * IP 
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He accuſed himſelf of folly in hav- 
ing remained ine the court till he had 


and of cowardice in deſerting it: at the 


diculouſly weak in lamenting his fitua- 
tion, while he alone had ſuffered by it; 
and now when, perhaps, he had ex- 


and the tears ran: in ſtreams down his 
cheeks; ki there was TJoftic comforts: 


Zemits would not Tong brew” for dhe 


would recollect only with” tenderneſs' a 
man who was dead. rb £170 


Sock wers the erpte ond db f 
but he was in reality leſs inclined t 


die 


gained the affections of the. princeſs, 


approach of a rival. He had been The i 


poſed others to miſery, he was ſtupidiy 
unaffected. Still, however, he added, 


who had abandoned her,” and Philetos 
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die than he imagined, His emotions 
were thoſe of a mind, which, after 


having been ſubdued into Rillneſs by 
deſpair, feels itſelf again invigorated 


by the hope of ſucceſs. He Was re- 
duced to his former. ſituation, with all 


its anxieties, with all. its expectations. 


The calm, which he. had. experienced 
for a moment, was gone, and all was 
turbulence and agitation. He had 
gained permiſſion: to depart at the in- 


ſtant, when . he ;wiſhed to remain, and 


| aſter longing while in court to be away 
fram it, he was now removing, when 


every hour would be n in anxi- 


ous 2 to return. $05 0 


The time for Zingis's departure was 
fixed; the army was already in motion, 


and 


5 r *L'4 1x. A w—_ 
and only waited-for ſome triffling rein- 
forcements before it proceeded againſt 
the enemy. Zingis eould not delay his 
journey, and there was no chance of 
informing Zemira of the cauſe which 
had occaſioned it, He was leaving her 
to the ſolicitations of Almanzor, and to 
the intreaties of -Philotos, without any 
advocate in his favour except her own 
L heart and that advocate weakened. by 
le myſtery of his retreat. Theſe were 
circumſtances. ſufficiently vexatious in- 
deed, but not likely to make him de- 
firous of death. 


* 
8 9 
1329 


Zingis was not acquainted witl-Z e- 
mira's feelings, His ſudden reſolutien. 

to de part, and the time -of his departs X 
* had left her no room to doubt thx 
= F. cauſe 
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cauſe of it: ſhe confidered him as 2 | 


man who loved, and who deſpaired; 
who had parted with his liberty, and 
who was ready to throw away his life, 
In the tranſports of her grief, when ſhe 


had (quitted the palace, ſhe had de- 
clared her apprehenſions to Selima, and 
had even conſulted her on ſome plan 


which might prevent Zingis's expedi- 
tion. Selima too was anxious for his 
fafety, and fearful leſt he ſhould ex- 
poſe himſelf through deſperation ; but 


by liſtening to Zemire's Wiſh ner anxic- 


ties could only be changed, without 
being leſſened. She anſwered, there- 
fore, that as Zingis had publicly taken 
leave of the king, any-delay would now 


be noticed, and noticed perhaps with 
unpleaſant conſtructions. She feared 
he 


tak! 
mai; 
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and till then ſhe might find relief in 


a brother, and the company of Almond: 


i 20r.—7 Comfort from Almanzor !” ſaid 
a Zemira with ͤeagerneſs; is ſuch the 
(comfort which Selima would recom- 


cc mend? Far diſtant indeed is that re- 


« if my Selima is obliged to adviſe con- 
« ſolation from the tumult of a court. 
Selima was filent : ſomething reproach- 
ed her, that, by depriving Zemira of 
the freedom of complaining, ſhe was 
taking away the only Pleaſure: thas re- 
waned to her, | 


A Land 


' Fa Zemira 


he muft go: yet ſhe requeſted Zemira 
to be comforted; he would ſoon return 
with increaſe of health and honour; 


the gaieties of a court, the preſence of 


« lief; and ſurely no relief is very near, 
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Temira had for ſome time pat 
avoided any private interview with Phi- 
lotos, and ſhe was now -doubly fearful 
of it. Philotos too, on his part, 
ſought no opportunities of ſeeing her 
alone. Zingis had departed.; and the 
king had no other with than to increaſe 
her pleaſures, and diſpeſe her to be fa · 
vourable to Almanzor. 
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Almanzer had, immediately on his 
coming to the palace, demanded the 
hand of Zemira, and Philotos had al- 
moſt unconditionally promiſed it. He 
had reminded him indeed that Zemira 
was young, and a woman; and conſe- 
-quently would aſſert her privilege to 
the follies of her age and ſex. When 
Almanzor had left her, he might re- 
member 


oF LOVE: > aen-: 
member ſhe was grieved ; ſhe wiſhed to 
detain him, becauſe ſhe knew it could 
not be done; and. fince then ſhe had: 
never ceaſed to defire his return, till 
now that his preſence rendered b in- 


different to his company. 


Some time ago ſhe had been tired 
of ſolitude, and had no one to converſe 
with when buſineſs deprived her of a 
brother: ſhe envied the happineſs of a 
parent —her tender anxieties, which, as 
they gave no laſting pain, were diver- 
ſions to the mind— her delights, . which 
partook of rapture : ſhe was fick of a : 
continual circle of pleaſures, and lopged: 


to indulge in domeſtic duties. At pre- 


ſent ſhe would expatiate on the bleſſ- 


ings of liberty—the enjoyment of © 
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friend the endearments of a brothes 2 
ſhe would talk of oalm delights to be 
changed for anxious uncertainties—a 
long and: dangerous voyage to be ha- 
zarded, to reach perhaps a barren and 
ungrateful ſhare... | 


Almanzor liſtened with a ſmile ;: and 
inquired, whether he was likely to at- 
tend Zemira's caprices; to kneel at her 
feet, to:waſte his breath-in- ſighing, ar 
to wet his cheek with tears? Was Phi- 
| lotos, he aſked, her brother, and: could 
he not diſpoſe of her hand? 


- That any one had a right to govern 
his own actions, was a maxim ſo con- 
trary to. Almanzor's ſentiments, that 
he expected Zemira abſolutely to ac- 
8 | quieſce 


os 


* 
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guieſce in the king's deſire. He there- 


fore thought little of conſulting: her. 


He was not, however,. on that account 
indifferent to her. In the games, he 


himſelf became a competitor, that he 
might receive the prize from her; and 


good care was taken that none ſhould 


excel where Almanzor was engaged. In 
hunting, he avoided no danger, that 


by him the bleeding ſpoil. might be 
preſented to Zemira, Yet theſe exer- 
eiſes oply pleaſed. while ſhe was. pre- 


ſent. In her abſence he was gloomy 


and irritable ; unwilling to act, and 
enraged at being till; his triumph 
poſtponed, his army — and his: 
. 9 : 


4 
Wh 
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Zemira ſtill continued to attend the 
court, and partook of its pleaſures with 
reluctance. Theſe ptcafures--ſhe found. 
were all directed to one end; and the 
mentidn bf entertainments was always 
Connected with the name of Almanzor.. 
She could nüt, however, refuſe to be 
prefent ; and Alnanser had not, by 
avowing his wiſhes, giver: her an op- 
portunity of rejecting them. Sher ſaw, . 
with infinite regret, that Nis-paſſion was. 
_ ery. day increaſing, and that every 
day rendered hit more confillent of 
ſueceſs. The actions of Philotos plainly 
rue vere n eee 


Ws. 4 1. as- the told n a 
brother. who. adored her working for 
| hers 


* — 
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her ruin, and yet dared not com- 


What if the ſhould explain her fitua--- 
tion to Almanzor; if, caſting away the 
impediments of female modeſty; the 
ſhould declare her paſſion for Zingis . 
if ſhe ſhould ſtrive to rouſe his genero- 
ſity to aſſiſt their union; or, failing in 
that, alarm his pride to refuſe a con- 
nection with one who regarded him 
with indifference : Was there nothing 
to fear from a tyrant who had been 
flattered, and rejected? nothing from 
the revenge of a lover, whoſe alliance 
had been ſolicited by a king, and who» 
aad been ſupplanted by a ſuhject? 


. F 2 : HA 
My & -£ 
8 '% Or : 


105 THE PERPLEXITIES 
Or ſhould ſhe apply. to Philotos? 
Should the inform him that his fears 
were true; that ſhe had difgraced her 
brother; that ſhe was unworthy of his 
affection, and only came to ſolicit his 
pity? That, by his endeavours to 
unite her with Almanzor, ſhe imagined 
he was defirous to preſerve his name 
from diſgrace ; but that her determina- 
tion was fixed. She came to reject his 
wiſhes,. to renounce his. friendſhip, to 
fly from his court, and to claim pro- 
tection from an exile and fugitive. 
— Had ſhe ſummoned fortitude fuffi- 
cient-to bear the anger, the diſtreſs, of * 
a brother; to witneſs the conflict in his 
boſom between rage at being diſgraced, 
and ſorrow in reſiſting her defires ; 
could 


r L o VE. a7: 
2 could ſhe calmly determine to render 


ö him miſerable, and leave him ta his d- 

: ſtreſs? 

5 And to what purpoſe leave him 7 To. 

) fly to one who perhaps regarded her- 

with indifference 3 who might avoid her 9 
; through fear, or, to ſatisfy his future 

E _ proſpe&s,;. betray her! 'To bid a fa- 

; | vourite ſacrifice the friendſhip of his 

) prince; an hero, quit che purſuit-.of - 


glory; an ambitious man, forfeit the 
hopes of power; to bid Zingis ex- 
change ſafety and honour for diſgrace | 

and perſecution ; to be an outcaſt, pro- 
ſcribed by the laws of his country; a 


wretch, hunted to death 11 the ſake 
of reward!“ | 


gs Wo W 
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With reſolutiens thus wavering was 
Zemira left to make a Choice from 
amidſt: evils; of which ſhe could not 
eſtimate the proportions. The choice 
was attended with more chan perplexity. 


Zemira funk into a flate of liſtlefſneſs, 


inſenſible to what paſſed, and careleſs 
What was to happen. She no- longer 
complained to Selima: ſhe was no 
longer conſtrained to hide her tears 
ſhe ſhed bone. Her gaieties, her plea - 
fures, had long been gone; and ſhe 
now ſeemed parting with the feelings 


which had cauſed her ſorrows. She 
heard the diſcourſe of thoſe about her, 


without knowing what was ſaid; ſhe 


liſtened-with: a ſeemingly painful atten- 


tion, and either replied. not at all, or 
replied with incoherence. The colour, 
| _._ _ whicks 


bac 


which kad for (ame time delt her cheek, 
returned at intervals, fluſhing -over mer 
face for a moment; then diſappeating, 


cauſe. She called it a temporary grief 


_ viſed * and hoped, by a perpetuab 


TE _eWwE. © SF | 


and again returuing witch a glow!beziond - 
that of health. . Her face wore a Kon- 
ſtant and faint ſmile, A — by jay- 
or diſtreſs, 1 

Selima bad ſeen this change in Ze · 
mira, without imputing it to the right 


for the departure of Zingis, which 
might ſoon be diſſipated, and would 
be cafily fargotten. She reaſoned, 1 
therefore, that to liſten. to Zemira's. .4 
complaints was to prolong; them 3. | 
and that, by indulging her. tears, the: 

was inereaſing her ſorrows.. She ad. 


fucceſſion 


= 
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ſucceſſion of new ideas; to: baniſh for- 
mer impreſſions She was miſtaken, 

Zemira's attention, bewildered with. the 
multiplicity of objects, and diſtracted 
with their en refuſed them ad- 
mittance. 


There wanted but liftle addition to 
Zemira's diſtreis; and that little was 
added by Selima. Till now ſhe had 
never been without a friend to ſympa- 
thize with her; one not too wiſe to 
liſten to her weakneſs, nor too ſternly 
virtuous · to weep for her failings; who 
relieved her grief by indulging it, and 
from whom, however deſerted by 
others, ſhe- was certain of affection. 
She now found herſelf. deprived of this 
laſt ſatisfation, She had wearicd. Se» 


Ie, 


bh A 


4 
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ma, and hed: not en. in« the 
world. 


Solima ſoon” perceived» that ſne was 
loſing the confidence of the princeſs. 
It gave her pain, It would have di- 
ſtreſſed her. more, had ſhe not known 
that Zemira's hopes - could never be 
gratified. She recollected Philotos's 
oath ;. and contented herſelf by conſi- 


dering, that; however painful it might 


ſeem, ſhe was fulfilling her duty. Nay, 
ſo eaſily blinded are we to our own 
views; and ſo ready to impute our ac- 
tions to diſintereſted motives, that Se- 
lima found no difficulty in: perſuading 
herſelf that ſhe was performing an ex» 


alted act of friendſhip. 5 
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A mind, like Zemira's, ſuſceptible 
of tender . paſſions, . and accuſtomed to 
implicit confidence, cannot eaſily re- 
ſolve to! withdraw its affections, or 


repreſs its emotions; to conſider: each 


conſequence of its unguarded ſallies, 
and watch wick ſcrupulous attention the 
propriety of: each warm expreſſion. 
Zemira ſaw the neceſſity of being ſe- 


cret long before ſhe could fix the reſo- 


lution, and fixed the reſolution long 
before ſhe executed ite. 

With her relianee on Selima, Zemira 
loſt what little confidence ſhe had res: 


tained in herſelf, While Selima liſt- 
ened to her ſorrows, and wept-at the. 


relation, ſhe fancied that her com- 
Plaints, as they intereſted-others, were 


"Juſt. - 
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juſt.. But when Selima had. changed 
her mode of conſolation, and, inſtead of 
lamenting the abſence of Zingis, hadi 
adviſed. Zemira: to. forget« at; ſhe found: 


that her grief was conſidered: as irra- 
tional. It had even. loſt the power of 


affecting Selima 3. ir. tired the en 


and patient areenrion of a friend... 


Ever finoe the. 23 of Zingiss. 


Selima had continued. her. interviews: 
privately v wit the king, She had aver- 
come the difpculties which, in the Bae 
ginning, had obſtructed. her; and ſhe 
now met, without hefitation, to plan; 
ſchemes for what ſhe called the bap- 
2 of her: friend. 


2 
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by Philotos 5 and it was noticed with 
anxiety. He had been diſappointed i in 


all his expectations, and Was almoſt 


undetermined how to proceed. The 
coming of Almanzor, from whoſe pre- 
ſence he had expected immediate relief, 
had only tended to increaſe his per- 
plexities. He had admitted a new 
claim, which perhaps it would be out 


of his power to ſatisfy; :. and inſtead of 


one ſacrifice, he had now to require 


two of Zemira.. He ſaw her declining 
in health, and knew that he Was the: 


* 


cauſe of her illneſs... 1 5 

Belitma bad obſerved the king's 5 anxi- 
ety, and had attempted to relieve it, as. 
the had- quieted: her 'own feelings;. by 


repteſenting Zemiræs — as tranſi» 
3 * tory. 
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tory. But Philotos was not ſo eaſily ſa- 
tisfied. It was not likely that what con- 
tinued to increaſe daily would ſpeedily 
be removed. Yet it was poſſible that 
Zemira's preſent inſenſibility might be 


the compoſure of a. mind long harraſſed⸗ 

with: vexations, and. at length, from 
their continual recurrence, becoming 
indifferent ta them. 115 | 


With this idea Philotos was willing 
to be deceived ; and he now regretted 
that his originab ſcheme, in favour of 

Almanzor, obliged him to- interrupt a 
ſtate which was approaching, as he 


- flattered himſelf, to tranquillity. Ze- 
5 mira, he ſaw, ſtood in need. of quiet 
7 and repoſe; ſhe required the care, the 
> endearments, of. thoſe. about her; ſhe 


. wanted: 
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wanted the attention of others while lid 

own mind was left vacant and at eaſe... 
Theſe were not to be expected from the- 

boiſterous gallantry of Almanzor. 


Almanzor had begun to grow impa- 
tient. He had repeatedly applied to 
Philotos, and as often received aſſut᷑ - 
ances of poſſeſſing: tke prineeſs ; but: 
was never. mien at what. 1 time he 
_ expect . | | 


Some 3 be ſets. 
tled, or ſome ceremony performed ;. 
and theſe were ſometimes delayed thro- 
hurry, | and. ſometimes by ill health. 
= Almanzor felt himſelf conſtantly ſtriv- 
' 0 * ing to advance forwards, and always at 
= bie ſame diſtance . the ones in re- 

1 Aueſt.- 


queſt, He knew not how to reconcile 
the expreſſions of Philotos with his. ac» 
tions: the one in his faveur, always 
warm and animated; the latter dilator 
and triffling, always without. effect, ani 
always wanting an excuſe. 13 


% 'L 0 V. 


1 


Theſe vexations were inereaſed by 
khe ſituation of Almang or's affairs. His 
ſubjects at home were labouring under 
oppreſſions, againſt which they coulil 
be kept from ſtruggling enly by the 
terror of a numerous armx. His army 
was in the mean time decreaſing; its 
diſcipline was relaxed and the de- 
fire of returning to their own country 
had almoſt inclined che ſoldiers to mu- 


- Muſtaphag 


- 


1 
£4 2 2 
7 U 
, 


x78 THE PERPLEXITIES | 
Muſtapha, the general of Alman- 
zor's forces, and who was intruſted 
with his eonfidence, repreſented theſe 
circumſtances to his maſter. Uncertain 
| how the intelligence would be received, 
he had related-it with caution and fear. 


The manner in which Almanzor had 


heard him, his conviction of the neceſ- 


fity of rendering himſelf a favourite of 
the ſoldiery, and the doubts which he 


kinted of the fincerity of Philotos, at 


once removed all ideas of danger from 
Muſtapha's breaſt. 


- From this time he had loſt no oppor- 
tunity of increaſing Almanzor's diſguſt. 


He remarked to him the difference in 


Zemira's behaviour now and when he 


had before parted from her; the cold- 


— . neſs 


neſs with which the received him on his 
veturn; and the evident conſtraint. with 
which ſhe bore his preſence. Nor was 
the alteration in the king leſs viſible, 


He ſuſpected, he ſaid, a rival; one 


more convenient to Philetos, or more 
favoured by Zemira; and he ſuppoſed 


that the deceit would be continued till 
Almanzor ſhould grow weary of ſoli- 


citing; or till, by the gradual diminu- 
his ſubjects, his power ſhould'be wes 
He told him, that, of late, is attend- 


ants had found themſelves neglected 
by the courtiers of Philotos; and that 


Almanzor's 
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tion of his forces, and the cabals of 


ened, and he might be caſt aſide withel 
out ceremony, and without danger, 


he had heard it whiſpered that the 
court was unſafe from the preſence of - 
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Amed with, if not betrayed. 
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Almanzor's army. He hinted fears for 
the fafety of Almanzor, and conjured 
kim to ſuffer no ſtratagem to ſeparate 
vim from his troops. He adviſed him, 
as the only method to preſerve his dig- 
nity, to name the time beyond Which x 
he would not remain, and to claim the t 
immediate performance f Philotos's at 


ꝓpromiſes. The event would prove what 2t 
were the king's deſigns. For his part, 


de thought the honour of Almanzor 


This advice was not unfavourably 
reccived.; and Almanzor agreed in part 
to follow it. He began by attend- 
ing to the troops; he was. preſent, at 
their reviews, and diſtributed the uſual 
rewards; he talked to the officera of 

= returning 


ff 
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returning home, and conſulted them 
on the triumphal entry which he in- 
tended to make into his capital. 


The ſoldiers ſaw with pleaſure their 
general, and received the promiſes of 
thei return with rapture. The appear | 
ance of the troops was totally changed; 
and Almanzor again ſeemed to be ac- 
tuated by a defire of military fame. 


Beſide the advice of Muſtapha, there 
was another conſideration - that helped 
to produce this change in Almanzor. 
It was the reputation which Zingis had 
gained, and which was echoed by every 
mouth. Tingis had ſcarcely reached. 
the army which he went to join, before 
they came up with the enemy. Their | 
G adverſaries 
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adverſaries were ſuperior in number, 
and confident of ſucceſs. At the firſt | 
onſet the general of Philotos's army 


received a mortal wound. He fell 
back dead into the arms of Zingis, 
The troops were in confuſion; they 
ſtood for a moment, and began to re- 


treat. The enemy preſſed on. Zingis 


at that moment ſhewiog himſelf to the 
ranks, called on them to follow him, 
or ſee him periſh. He ruſhed forward 


with an intemperate valour. He was 


followed by his own troop; and they 
were ſufficient to check the purſuit. 
The army rallied; and victory was 


again doubtful. Fortunately, Zingis 
was unhurt : he had gained his pur- 


poſe, and he now recolle&ed, that the 
duty of a general was not to throw 
| away 


away his life. He. flag: n Wer 
| ranks, encouraging the men; remov- 

ing ſuch whoſe numbers were not want⸗ 
ed, and carrying aſſiſtance where ſuc- 
ceſs was doubtful. The battle was 


long, but the victory was complete: 


and Zingis had the ſatisfaction of hear- 


ing the change in the day aſcribed to 


him. 


Thus far Zingis had proved his per- 


ſonal courage: he had ſhewn his rea- 
dineſs to part with life when his death 
might be beneficial to his country, and 


his calmneſs and intrepidity amidſt the 
caſualties of a battle. It remained to 


try if he were equal to the exigen-- 


cies of war, The reſult proved. that 
he * and the prudence and perſo- 
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verance of Zingis, his knowledge when 
to act and when to remain at reſt, his 
endurance of labour, and his regularity | 


of diſcipline, were as much celebrated 
as his valour. 1 


Zingis had loſt no opportunity of 


improving his victory; and in a ſhort 


time had put an end to a war which 
had threatened to be fatal in its conſe- 
quences. He was preparing to return. 
Zemira had never been long out of his 
thoughts, and ſhe now conſtantly haunt · 
ed em. 


nel cencletien:of ihe war; uben 


he found himſelf at liberty to viſit the 


court, his joy was at firſt exceſſive. 
He had ſettled every thing ueceſſary for 
ra i che 
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the welfare of the army, and had fixed 
the earlieſt day poſſible for his depart- 
ure, leaving the troops to follow: him 


at their leiſure, 


wh 


As that day approached, he felt his 


ardour abate. The uncettainty af his . 


reception, the dread of what might 


have happened during his abſence, the 
remembrance of his former pains, and 
the anticipation of what was to. come,. 


were, together, nearly ſufficient to over- 
balance the ſatisfaction of beholding 
Zemira. He felt in his breaſt a mingled 


ſenſation of deſire and anxiety ; of de- 
fire, which trrefiſtibly hurried him to 


her preſence; and of anxiety, which 
made him tremble at the idea of ſeeing 


* 


her. 


1 The 
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The day at length arrived; and Zin« | 
gis was preparing to depart, when an 
expreſs was brought from Philotos, or- 
dering the army to remain encamped. 
The order was couched in terms of the 
moſt affectionate friendſhip :: the ac- 
tions of Zingis. were magnified ; and 
the gratitude of the king had heaped 
the moſt flattering diſtinctions on him. 
Among ether marks of favour, he was 
appointed to the chief command of the 
forces. | 


Whatever apprehenſions Zingis might 
have felt at the thoughts of returning, 
they now inſtantly. diſappeared : his ab- 
ſence was commanded, and he thought 
of nothing but the joys of meeting. He 


was ſacrificed, he ſaid, to the intereſt 


' of 


of 
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of Almanzor ; ; they had made him ge- 
neral only becauſe they dreaded his 


preſence; and, becauſe they were afraid 
to diſguſt him, they ſtooped to the 
meanneſs of bribing. him with honours. 
They envied him the reputation of .his 


actions; and while they flattered him 


with falſe praiſe, they denied him the 
ſatisfaction of receiving from his. coun- 


trymen the tribute which was honeſtly 
bis due. 


fortune, Almanzor did not find himſelt 
more at caſe, 


one againſt whom to direct it. He was 


While Zingis was thus accuſing his 


Muſtapha had already rouſed his jea= 
louſy, though he had not pointedout any 


G 4 no 
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no longer at a loſs for an object. The 
reputation of Zingis had now rendered 
him ſufficiently conſpicuous to be fix- 
ed upon ; and Almanzor no ſooner 
beheld him in the light of a rival, 

than he was aſtoniſhed at his blindneſs 
in not before perceiving it. The evi- 
dences of his attachment were ſo many, 
and fo eaſily found, that they ſeemed 
to have been almoſt wilfully over- 
locked. 


VURALUE ; 


Almanzor now alſo imagined that he 
ſaw into the motives of the king's ac- 
tions. It was evident, he thought, 
that he had only been amuſed till it 
was ſafe to diſcard him. Philotos had 
long deftined Zemira for Zingis; but 
bad not as yet attained — ſuffi· 
cient 


promoted to its command. 
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cient to den bis own infamy, or Ipi- 


rit to avow the inſult which he had of- 
fered to a prince. The minion of his 


favour had been diſpatched: from court 


on his arrival, leſt he ſhould have 
traced the deceit, : and puniſhed; the | 
actors in it. A pretended war had been 
undertaken, that an army might be 
raiſed; and a ſham victory celebrated, 
that the hero of the fiction might be 


- 


Now when the 5 of fighting could 


no longer be continued, becauſe there 
were none to make a ſhew of oppoſi- 


tion, the army was ſtill kept embodied. 
Imaginary dangers were held out to 
cover fears which were real: the ra- 
yages of banditti were talked of ; but 
G 5 | the 


— 
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the terror was from the reſentment of 
an injured-conqueror. | 
Zemira too had been tutored to re- 
preſs her feelings, and perhaps every 
opportunity ſought to produce an al- 
teration in them. The gaiety of diſpo- 
fition which had at firſt charmed him, 


the want of reſerve, which diſtinguiſhed 
her from the common race of females, 
had, by ſome treachery of friendſhip, 
been deſtroyed ; and her preſent beha- 
viour only ſhewed a continual ſtruggle 
to hide her emotions—a ſtruggle pain- 
ful at the time, and diſtreſſing in its 
effects. | . 


Thoughts ſuch as theſe could not 
long lie concealed in Almanzor's breaſt: 
the 


: 


5 
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the difference in his manners ſoon be- 
came evident; and Philetos ſaw with 
concern: that he muſt ſubmit. either to 
irritate an implacable tyrant, or take 


the hazard of nne his fiſter's s re- 


Nor was Philotos without alarm on 


account of his own. ſafety and that of 


the princeſs. The revival of the military 
exerciſes had firſt occaſioned this fear 2 


and every day brought freſh proofs of 


the danger to which he had expoſed 
himſelf, by having admitted: an en 
ſo near to his palace. 


Theſe apprehenſions Philotos com 


municated to Euphorbus. 


4 s 4X. : % 
4 . * $ : 1 
4 . i S574 i 


ig 8 Euphorbus 


132 THE PERPLEXITIES. 


Euphorbus had for ſome time ob- 
ſerved the anxiety which oppreſſed the 


king; his inattention to buſineſs, and 
the agitation with which he performed 
the moſt trivial actions. To himſelf 
he found Philotos uncommonly res | 
lerved; and as he knew the occafion 


of his reſerve, he did not dare to ſo- 
_ his confidence, 


debe had attended too to Ze 

mira; he had noticed the changes in 
her conduct, and had ſeen her ſtriving 
againſt her vexations, till, weakened 
and deſpairing, ſhe had ſuffered herſelf 
to be borne down by oppoſition. He 
had often determined to repreſent 
her ſituation to Philotos; yet, from 
whom could the repreſentation come 
with 


— 
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with ſo ill a grace? In this ſtate, con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of ſpeaking, and 
uncertain, how to begin, Evuphorbus | had 


the fatisfabtion to 1 himſelf con · 
ſulted. f | 


n | He 1 to the king with attens 

tion and ſilence. Ph ilotos repreſented 

himſelf as having undertaken a journey 
without knowing the road; as one who | 
had advanced boldly, till he found 
himſelf bewildered, and was ignorant 
how to retreat. Till now, he ſaid, his 
power of reſiſting had riſen in propor- 
tion to the difficulties he had to en- 
counter; but, at preſent, every day 
brought ſome addition of trouble 

which he looked at with amazement, 
. did not attempt to remove. It 


ſeemed . 
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ſeemed as if, by ſome perverſion of fors 
tune, the reſult of his actions wWwas ale. 
ways cantrary to what he expected; 
and ſo widely different was the effect of 
his plans from what he hoped, that he 
had continually to lament their ſucceſs. 
In-attempting to ſtrengthen the power 
of his ſtate by foreign alliance, he had 
introduced an army into his cbuntry, 
which threatened it with, confuſion: 
and; far from relieving Zemira's anxi- 
ety, he was now, in conſequence of 
his endeavours to promote her happi- 
neſs, obliged to add to her diſtreſs. 


There was ſomething of manlineſs 
about the grief of Philotos. His was 
not a mind pouring forth unneceflary 
; complaints, magnifying triffling evils, 
N and 
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and forming 6titious diſtreſſes ; for 
ever ſeeking ſome one to liften to its 
fighs, and with eagerneſs watching op- 
portunities to diſplay its ſorrows. He 
had been indeed, as he ſaid, inactive; 
but there was no paſſive indolence, no 
unmanly indifference about what was to 
follow: his. inactivity was the reſult of 

ſuſpence, the. uncertainty of acting 
right; he required only to be directed 
how to proceed; he wanted not reſolu- 
tion to purſue the direction. ö 


Luhe did not n in "his 
3 


That the army of Almanzor was an 
evil, and that ſo long as it remained it 
was dangerous, were poſitions which, 

TL we 
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he dad, could not be oontrovertes. It 
remained then to remove this army, 
or, failing im that, to take ſuch mea- 
ſures as might tend to deſtroy its per- 
nicious effects. He therefore thought 
that the expence of ſo great a body of 
men'might be urged to Almanzor as a 
motive for wiſhing their abſence, Ar 
all events, he adviſed that the troops 
under the command of Zingis ſhould 
inſtantly return to the capital. 


Theſe precautions, Euphorbus add- 
ed, might prevent all danger from Al- 
manzor. He wiſhed to God that any 
advice could reſtore happinſs to Ze- 


mira. To behold a princeſs beautiful 
and accompliſhed, the delight of all 
about her, and whoſe affedtionate diſ- 
47 | 5 _ Poſition 


* 


never to have again ſhed. 
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poſiciem attached her to every one as her 
friend; to behold. her declining in 
health and beauty; neglecting her for- 


mer companions, and afraid to truſt 


thoſe in whom ſhe had been aceuſtomed 
to confide ; attempting to hide her ſor- 
rows, leſt they ſhould deprive her of 


perhaps the only friend ſhe had left in 


the world, and filently finking under 
the attempt : no wonder ſuch a fight 
filled his maſter's eyes, and wetted his. 
old cheek with: tears, which he hoped 


Euphorbus pauſed for a while; his 
feelings had overcome him. He had 


not intended, he told Philotos, to have 


renewed his ſorrow ; he had come not 


to lament, but to relieve. He urged 


the 


jon o 
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the improbability/ of Zemira's being at- 
tached to Almanzor ; and conjured the 
king not to ſacrifice the life of his fiſtey, 
He was deceived, fatally deceived, if, 
xelying on the fubmiſſion and unreſiſting 
L compliance of Zemira, he ſhould give 
her hand te Almanzor. He was. miſe 
raking deſpair for tranquillity, and was 
looking for happineſs where there was 
nothing but a gloomy ſatisfaction from 


the approach of death. 


The king remained for a time in ſi- 
lence. Euphorbus had done but little 
towards removing his anxiety, He even 
imagined that the emotion and warmth 
of the miniſter might ariſe from ſome 


hopes in favour of his ſon. He ſup- 
preſſed, however, his ſentiments. He 
op would 
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would ſee Zemira, he ſaid, and from 


| herſelf learn what were her inclinations. 


a However Philotos might have con- 
cealed his emotions at what fell from 


Euphorbus, he was ſtill deeply affected. . 
That Zemira was again regaining her 


former compoſure was an idea which 


Selima had attempted to impreſs, 
and which Philotos had almoſt pre- 
vailed on himſelf to believe. In this 


opinion he found himſelf contradicted 


by Euphorbus ; and the truth was ſo 


apparent, that it was almoſt- impoſſible - 


not to perceive it, He recollected the 
miſeries to which, by his defire of an 
union with Almanzor, he had expoſed 
Zemira; and he ſaw with vexation, 


that, to preſerve his dignity, he had 


been 
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been obliged to ſacrifice the happineſa 
of thoſe whom he moſt valued. 


Philotos was proceeding to the apart - 
ments of Zemira when he was met by 
Almanzor. His appearance was ſud- 
den, and his countenance bore the 
marks of diſappointment and anger. 
He approached haſtily to Philotos. He 
had come, he told him, to thank him 
for the friendſhip he had experienced ; 
to return him his acknowledgments for 
the expectations and promiſes by which 
he had been delayed, till his ſubjects 
had found opportunities and leiſure for 
rebellion. ,* For rebellion l ſaid Phi- 
lotos Yes,” re-echoed Almanzor, 
for rebellion !! though ſuch matters 
$5 AF ſeem trifles ta a king, poſſeſſed 

/ Eof 
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& of your armies, and commanded by- 
generals like yours.” Philotos was 
fitent. Almanzer went on to inform 
the king, that his departure muſt be 
immediate, and that en the following | 
day he ſhould expect to know, from the 
determination of Philotos, whether or 
not they were to part in friendſhip. 


He retired Without waiting for an an- 
ſwer. 


The rebellien which Almanzor had 
mentioned, although it really exiſted, | 
was only made uſe of as a pretence for 
inſiſting on his departure. It helped 
alſo to remove part of the anger which 
Philotos would otherwiſe have felt from 
the haughty treatment which he had 
ed received. Propriety of conduct, which / 
f „ reſulty 


— 


-* 


142 THE PEAPLEXITIES. 
reſults from deliberation, be knew, Was 
not to be expected when, from any ex- 
ternal violence, the mind had been de- 
ranged, and was left unable to exert 
its faculties. Still, however, Alman- 
zor's actions wanted explanation; and 
they could be ſuppoſed only to ariſe 
from his confidence in the preſence of 
| his army. 


In this ſuppoſition Philotos was not 
miſtaken; he knew not, however, all 
the danger to which he was expoſed. 


| When Muſtapha found that Almen- | 


convinced 


[| zor gave into his ſuſpicions, and liſt- | | 

, ened to his advice, he determined to 
1 neglect no means of detaching him al- | 
1 together from Philotos. He had eaſily a 
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convinced him of the neceſſity of im- 85 
mediately returning to his own domi- 
nĩons; but though Almanzor” centi- 
nually talked of going, he was always 


irreſolute in determining when to ſet 
off. Day paſſed after day, and ſtill he 
remained in the court. of Philotos. Un- 
der theſe: circumſtances, Muſtapha re- 
ſolved to try if Selima might not be of 
uſe in promoting his ſchemes. \ N 


Muſtapha had been long known to 
Selima; and as being in the ſecrets of a 
maſter, to whoſe cauſe ſhe anxiouſly 
wiſhed ſucceſs, ſhe had no hefitation in 
liſtening to his diſcourſe. To Selima 
he had only declared his fears that the 
partiality of the princeſs in favour of 
Zingis would prevent an union with 
| Almanzor, 
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Almanzor. The: conſequences would 
indeed be terrible: the deſtruction of 
Philotos, and the: deſolation of his 
e would be inevitable. 0 


Theſe na cond the MI of an 
army were horrible ſounds. in a wo- 
man's ear. Selima either believed them, 
or perſuaded herſelf to think that ſhe be- 
lieved them. As then the had before ſeen 
_ the impoſlibility of Zemira's poſſeſſing 
ingis, and now found the neceſſity of 
her being united to Almanzor, it re- 
| quired no great argument to ſhew, that 
by affiſting this union ſhe was promot- 
ing the happineſs of all. Selima, there- 
fore, laid open the ſtate bf Zemira's 
mind; her love for Zingis, which, ſhe 
OP the knew to wy n aud her 
power 
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power over the king, which, if the 0 
choſe to exert it, would render ineffec- 
tual all the pretenſions of Almanzor. 


pay 


She too, in her turn, hinted at danger | | 
from the return of Zingis. A con- 
queror, at the head of a victorious 
army, would not willingly ſee his 11 
treſs torn from him. 
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This intelligence, from ſo indiſput- 
able a quarter, was. ſufficient for Muſta- 
pha. He communicated it, with ſuch 
improvements as he thought neceſſary, 
to Almanzor. Almanzor received it 


with implicit belief; had he wiſhed to 1 
doubt it, every thing concurred in 
pointing out its truth. Eb 


H  Muſtapha 
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| Muſtapha urged the neceſſity of ſoine 
8 reſolution: he inſiſted on 
the danger from the recal of Zingis. 
The news of the inſurrection, which 
arrived at the ſame time, ſtrengthened 


bis arguments. His reaſoning was un- 


anſwerable. Almanzor ſtarted but one 


objection. It was, that, by parting ſo 


ſuddenly, Philotos might refuſe his 
conſent, and Zemira might, after all 


bis pains, be loſt, 


„ This was far from Muſtapha's inten- 
tions. To depart without Zemira would 


indeed, he ſaid, be folly. His plan 


was to oblige Philotos to an immediate 


determination: if that determination 


ſhould prove favourable, the effect was 


good; if, as he ipod, it ſhould be 
| otherwiſe, 


'as 


which had been offered, and- was now 
with-held. N | 


his conduct, he ſeemed indifferent on 


r R ES Wee 


otherwiſe, it only remained to ſeize that 


Such was the reſult of the confer. 
ence, from which Almanzor had come 
when he met the king, and when, by 


which fide Philotos night e 


The hanghtinefs of Almanzor's be 
haviour had made ſome change in the 


purpoſe of Philotos. Inftead of going 
immediately to the princeſs, he re- 
turned to Euphorbus, and deſired him 
inſtantly to recal the army under his 


ſon's command. The quick return of 


the king ſurprized Euphorbus, nor 


was he unconcerned at the cauſe of it. 
H 2 Fuphorbus 
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Euphorbus had been long accuſtomed 


to trace actions to the ſource from 


| whence they originated; and arranged, 


perhaps with too partial a regard to 


ſyſtem, every effect as the conſequence 


of ſome determinate and well conſidered 


cauſe. 


The actions of men, he obſerved, 


were often ſaid to be the event of acci- 


dent; he believed that they were ge- 


nerally the reſult of deſign. The mo- 


tives would indeed be moſt commonly 
-concealed—by the weaker part of man- 


kind, becauſe they were unable to trace 
them; and by the more crafty, becauſe 


they were aſhamed to diſcloſe them. 


= - 
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The expreſſions of Almanzor had: 

been confidered as arifing from tempo- 
rary vexations, yet they. were but ſimi- 
lar to his general conduct: the caſual. 
occurrence of a rebellion was brought 
to juſtify that which, if not before ob- 
ſerved, had, however, long exiſted. 


Would the preſence of a rebellion; 
Euphorbus aſked, induce Almanzor to- 
treat with indifference a prince, whoſe 
alliance was rendered more neceſſary 
to him by the very exiſtence of that: 
rebellion? Or what misfortune could 
tempt a lover to quarrel with one, in 
whoſe hands was contained the. power. 
of gratifying his wiſhes ?. No; the ar- 
tifice was ſhallow: Almanzor was con- 
ident in his ſtrength, and ſecure of 

5 5 ſucceſs. 
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ſucceſs. It was evident that he thought 
Philotos was afraid to deny his wiſhes; 
and he had choſen the ſtory of a rebel- 
lion to cover the inſolence which, in 
the fulneſs of his joy, he could not 


_— 


He Was, aw happy, Euphor- 
bus added, that his maſter's eyes, had 
been opened to the neceſlity of recalling 


his army ; he would alſo, with his per- 


miſſion, double the number of guards 
about the palace. He was convinced 
that ſome plot was in agitation, ſome 
defign to profit by their weakneſs. Phi- 
lotos made no reply; but his filence 
owed his CY of / truth. 


* When 
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When Muſtapha had parted with Al- 


manzor, he went in ſearch of Selima. 


Nothing now remained for him but to 
ſecure a paſſage to Zemira, that, in 
eue of a refuſal from Philotos, he 
might get her into his poſſeſſion. To 


induce Selima to betray not only the ſe- 


crets, but the perſon of her friend, 


ſeemed. to be requiring a compliance 


that was ſcarcely to be expected. Yet 


the motives for wiſhing an introduction 


to Zemira might eaſily be gloſſed over; 


and Selima, he thought, would not be 
very anxious to inquire into the reaſons 
of an interview, which ſhe was told 
was for the good of the princeſs. He 
found more difficulty than he expected. 
Selima had but juſt left - the princeſs, 
and Zemira had converſed with her in 
. Ha terms 
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terms more friendly than ſhe had lately 
uſed, As the patted, Zemira had 
prefled her hand; and Selima felt a 
glow of friendſhip that brought tears 
into her eyes. Still, however, an in- 
terview with one who was ſhortly to be 
united with her could be productive of 
no unpleaſant conſequences to Zemira z. 
| and, as ſuch, Selima, with ſome reluc- 
tance, agreed to. procure it. | 
The expectations and uncertainty of 
Almanzor were now ſpeedily approach- 
ing to their end. His reſolution was 
taken, and he only waited for the de- 
termination of Philotos. | 


Pghilotos knew not how to determine. 
He had been, according to his propo- 
5 fal, 


Rd 


ſal, with the princeſs. When he en- 


tered her apartment ſhe was ſleeping... 


He took her by the hand ; it ſpread a 
cold chill over his whole frame. TRE 
preſſure of the king's hand waked Ze- 


mira. She would have riſen when ſhe - 
ſaw it was Philotos ; but her ſtrength 


was inſufficient, and ſhe ſunk down on- 
the ſofa. Her attendant left the room; 


and Philotos continued. ſilent, and claſp-- 
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After a conſiderable pauſe, Zemira 
faid ſhe- had been preparing for her 


journey, and trying to gain courage for 


the time of parting. 'Zemira's voice 
was ſo much changed, that Philotos 
hardly knew its ſound ; and her words. 
ſeemed the wanderings of a diſordere& 
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imagination, waking from unpleaſant | 
and interrupted fleep. ** What jour- 
e ney?” ſaid Philotos; s what part- 

* ing?“ Zemira anſwered, that Selima | 

had informed her that Almanzor, to 
whom ſhe was betrothed, was now de- 
| parting, and that ſhe was to attend 
him. The notice was rather ſhort, but 
| ſhe truſted the ſhould be prepared. 
« And what preparations can have en- 
“ gaged Zemira's attention? Zemira 
returned no anſwer. | Philotos looked 
eagerly toward her: her eye was raiſed, 5 
and her lips moved, as if with ſome 
inward prayer. 


Philotos felt a ſecret bortor.— « Oh l 
ſaid he, dropping on his 3 « if 


© Zemira implores the aſſiſtance of an 
5 = s over - 


or. kT 
ce over-ruling Power, let her i in \ pity 
<< not forget the diſtreſſes of a brother; 
4 who has been doomed to be the cauſe 


of miſery where he intended happi- 


dc neſs, and who has in vain ſolicited 
% Heaven that he might never have 
cc lived till this day. Zemira ſcarcely 


heard the king's words: the perturbas. : 


tion of her mind had overpowered her; 


and ſhe ſunk, almoſt lifeleſs, into Jl. 


arms. 


When Zemira was a little: recovered, 
Philotos, in the gentleſt manner, in- 
formed her of the reaſon of his preſent 


viſit, He mentioned whatever: had” 


paſſed between him and Almanzor, and 


lamented the Precipitaney with which 


he had entered into engagements. with £ 


H 6 him. 
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him. He had embarked in an attempt, 


of which he thought the accompliſh- 


ment as eaſy as it would have been be- 


_ neficial ; and had purfued his end, till 


he found himſelf diſtracted with oppo» 
fite views, and bewildered, without any 


guide to direct him. He now came to 


tell her his wiſhes and his diſappoint- 


ments, his endeavours and his failures; 


to relate his uncertainties, his fears, 


his diſtreſs. 


 Zemira liſtened to the king with at- 
tention. When Philotos repreſented 
himfelf as anxious and irreſolute, as 
labouring for her happineſs, and un- 


certain how to promote, it, the tear 
burſt from Zemira's eye: ſhe ſoon, 
however, reſtrained it, She was grieved, 


_ the 
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mme ſaid, when ſhe reflected on the trouble 
and uneaſineſs of which ſhe had been 

the cauſe.. All doubts, and all üncer- 
tainties, were now, however, at an end 


—ſhe ſhould never oppoſe the wiſhes of 


her brother.. 


Zemira heſitated for a moment. Ske 
had one requeſt to add; ſhe ſaid, in a 


voice rendered almoſt inarticulate by 


the emotions of her mind; ſhe was go- 


ing to leave Philotos, and wiſhed not 


to be ungrateful to her former compa- 
nions. The partiality of Selima would 
render the loſs of a friend as diſtreſſing 


as the loſs of a fiſter to Philotos. Seli- 


ma's preſence would diſſipate any unea- 


ſmmneſſes which the king might feel ; and 


ſhe truſted he would not add to her di- 


ſtreſs, 
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ſtreſs, by withdrawing from her his 


protection and friendſhip. The prin- 


ceſs finiſhed ; and Philotos,. preſling 
her hand to his lips, left her. 


When Philotos was alone, and at 


| leiſure to reflect on the interview which 
was juſt paſt, he could not avoid being 


aſtoniſhed at the ready determination 
which Zemira had expreſſed in favour 


of Almanzor. He had never before 


explained to her what were his wiſhes ; 


ſhe. could not, therefore, act in com- 


pliance with his will: her acquieſ- 


cence muſt have been adviſed "Ep Se- 


| Jima. 


% 


The king was not deceived. Selima 
had found opportunities to relate her 
| converſations 
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converſations with Philetos ; to repre- 
ſent his ardour for. an alliance. with Al- 
manzor, and his abhorrence of any 
connection with Zingis. She had re- 
peated, while the tears ſtreamed from 
her eyes, the dreadful oath by which 
5 Philotos had bound himſelf, rather to 

ſee Zemira dead than to conſent” to her | 


diſgrace. Zemira had never forgotten 
the obligation, 


| Although Zemira had declared her | 
reſolution to be guided by the king's 
wiſhes, ſtill Philotos was: unſettled. 
Her compliance was not the effect of 
her own inclination; it was the act of 
a mind willing to diſtreſs itſelf for the 
happineſs of another. She had affected 
too an appearance of ſatisfaction which 
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ſhe did. not poſſeſs; an attempt to 
ſeem indifferent, Which was eaſily 
ſeen through, and ſerved only to ren- 
der her real feelings more conſpicuous. : 
He recollected the advice of Euphor- 
bus, and' reſolved' not to truſt impli- . 
citly to evidences which might be fal 
lacious. h | | 


The heſitation: of Philotos appeared 
ridiculous to Almanzor. Zemira, ac- 

cording to the king's own repreſenta- : 
tion, was willing to. gratify his- wiſhes; 
yet freſh obſtacles were brought in their. 
way. Philotos was, however, firm; 
and Almanzor could obtain no more 
than the promiſe of an interview with 
Zemira, that he might learn from her 


own lips her intentions in his favour... 
. Almanzor 


C 


deavours to promote her own happineſs. 
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Almanzor received the promiſe with 
ſullenneſs; and departed with the mali- 


cious ſatisfaction of knowing, that Phi- 
lotos had himſelf provided a meeting, 


of which the effect would be to deprive 
himſelf for ever of the poſſeſſion of 


Zemira. 
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As the day which was to decide Ze- 
' mira's fate drew near, Selima found an. 
alteration in her feelings. She could 
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no longer be ſatisfied with falſe repre- 
ſentations of her conduct, or hide from 
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herſelf the motives of her actions. In 
vain ſhe attempted to ſooth her mind 
by. the former ſubtleties of fallacious 


reaſoning ; and argued, that while her. 
friend was not-hurt by them, her en- 


were 
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were praiſe-worthy. She felt uneaſi- 
neſs, which no niceties of diſtinction 
could remove; and with ſighs regret= 
ted the loſs of former feelings, when, 
_ conſidering Zemira's ſucceſs. as certain, 
ſhe had contented herſelf wich the en- 
joyment of blameleſs integrity, and 
friendſhip, which no temptation could. 
* 

The affeQions of the princeſs too 
were regaining their former warmth. 
They had been. weakened by Selima's 
difinclination to ſerve her views. But 
all views were now alike indifferent to 
' Zemira : her wiſhes. were at an end, 
and her deſtiny decided: ſhe was will- 
ing to forget the oppoſition to deſires 
which no longer exiſted; and her mind, 
| bong 
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long unſettled, wiſhed to repoſe itſelf 


on the boſom of a friend. Harraſſed 
with the tumult of paſſions, ſhe looked 
back with infinite ſorrow to thoſe calm 
and rational enjoyments which ſhe once 
poſſeſſed, and had now for ever. loſt. 


Nor or was it to Selima alone that her 
heart was opened: ſhe was on the point 


of removing; and every object, how- 


ever unimportant, as it ſerved to re- 

mind her of former impreſſions, poſ- 

. . ſeſſeda ſhare of her regret. Not of re- | | 
gret, however, proportioned to the 85 


pleaſure ſne had felt from their pre- 
ſence: her pleaſures had been welcom- 
ed with the warmth of youthful enjoy- 
ment, with emotions unreſtrained, with 
5 deſires active to be gritified : her re- 


eret | 
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gret was the ſorrow.of a mind occupied 
with its own diſtreſſes, and having its. 
tenſibilities impaired by the preſſure of 
misfortunes, to which, as it.could not 
remove chem, it had in deſpair ſubs. 
mitte. i 
5 were the feelings of Zemira, 
* Selima, with emotions not very 
diffimilar, came to pay her reſpects. 
It was on the morning of the day on 
which Almanzor was to ſet out, and 
Juſt before. the time when he was- to 
meet the princeſs, and when, accord- 
ing to Zemira's intelligence, he was to 
claim her. as his c own. 


? Selim had always been accuſtomed 
to. enter the apartments of the princeſs 
po without 
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without. ceremony, and was proceeding 
to puſh open the door, when ſhe heard 
-a voice, which founded like Zemira's. 


She drew back, imagining that Philo- 


tos might be in the room. The door 


remained partly open and Selima ſaw 


Zemira on her knees, her face covered 
with her veil. She liſtened with a ſilent 


and invol untary attention; and heard, 
in a confuſed and faint voice, a prayer, 
That the God of wiſdom and of mercy 
would pity the weakneſs of his crea- 
ture, who, amidſt wretchedneſs and 


ſorrow, had ſupported her being, only 15 
that ſhe might not ſeem to doubt his 


infinite goodneſs; and whe now, blind, 


frail, and erring, too ignorant to know j 
his will, and too ſinful to hope for his 
Noten, ventured, trembling and 


confcious 
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conſcious of her own unworthineſs, to 
appear before the throne of Eternal 


an 


| The voice ceaſed; Zemira bowed 
her head, and fell proſtrate on her 
| face. 


Sclima ruſhed forward, as if ſtruck 
with madneſs: the ſeized Zemira's 
hand ; *©* You ſhall not die,” exclaimed | 
Selima. Zemira raiſed her head—her 
eyes were fixed and funk; her check as 
pale as death. She was, however, 
alive; and Selima's confidence revived. 
By the aſſiſtance of an attendant, ſhe 
| placed Zemira on a ſofa; and, falling 
on her knees, with a vehemence of ac- 


tion - Ane Hort of phrenzy, ſhe im- 
ON 


TILE" - 0659. 


vert her to forego her ran, her im- 


pious reſolution. 


The princefs . wildly upon her; 
and, feebly ſtretching out her hand, 


N ſeemed to deſire her filence. Selima 


ſtarted from the ground; and, throw- 


ing herſelf on the ſofa, burſt into a 
loud agony of weeping ; then ſuddenly 


ſpringing up, ſhe ran furiouſly out of 


the apartment. Zemira's eye followed 
ker till ſhe diſappeared ; ſhe then raiſed 
it to heaven, and ſunk'into her artend- 

ant's arms. 


Selma Fri directly to the pa- 
lace; and haſtening to the king's apart - 
ments, deſired to be inſtantly conducted 
to Philotos. He had been engaged 

with 
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with Almanzor, and had that moment | 
quitted the palace in his company. 


Selima knew not how to proceed, 


but, claſping her hands, ſtood motion- 


leſs and ſtupid with perplexity; till, 
recollecting herſelf, ſhe ruſhed for- 


wards i in ſearch of Euphorbus. 


— 


At the entrance of Euphorbus' s 
apartments ſhe was met by Zingis.“ His 


return was a fecret; and he wiſhed 


more particularly to conceal it from 


Selima-: he, therefore, no ſooner per- 


ceived her, than, turning ſhort, he at- 


— 


tempted to avoid her. Selima with ve- 


hemence called upon his name, and 


ſprang forwards to detain him: he, 


Kowever, redoubled his pace; and Se- 
lima 
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Jima, finding it impoſſible to ſtop him, 
threw herſelf Wen upon . 


The noiſe alarmed Zingis—he haſt 


enced back: Selima was partly. riſen. 
% Oh God!” faid the, ſtriking her 


hand againſt her forehead ; © Oh God! 


will nobody fave her!“ 5 Whom 2? 
exclaimed Zingis; © ſave whom ?* Se- 
lima ſtared wildly in his face; * Ze- 


cc mira!“ ſaid ſhe; „Oh! Zemira has | 
* defiroyed herſelf !” Zingis anſwered 


not a word; but, quitting Selima's | 


hand, hurried toward the apartment 0 of 
the princeſs. 


* 


Selima had fearcely. left Zemira- 8 


room before the king entered it with 
Almanzor. When he came in, he ſaw 
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he 
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Zemira reclining on:the ſofa, ber bead 
| reſting on the breaſt of a young female 
Mlave, of whom ſhe had lately, ſince ſhe 
had been deprived of other friends, 
been fond. As he approached, the 
 Nave waved her hand, as deſiring his 
| lence : Her face was ſwelled with 
weeping, Philotos ſtretched out his 
arm to prevent Almanzor from ad- 
Vancing. He looked earneſtly toward 
Zemira; her eyes were cloſed, and her 
lips pale and ſhrivelled.: a ſudden chil- 
lineſs overſpread his whole frame; he 
did not dare to advance A ſtep. At 
that inſtant Zingis flung open the door, 


and ruſhed forwards toward Zemira : 6 
«then he was near her he ſtopped for a 
moment; then, falling on his knees, 
ſeized ber hand: it was cold and life- 
228 gels. 


0 F Love 19 


leſs. Zingis fell, as if dead, at her 
feet. 


As Zingis entered the room, Alman- 


zor's jealouſies revived : he drew a 


dagger from his breaſt, and was pre-. 
Paring to plunge it into Zingis's heart, 
When the unhappy favourite ſunk. on 


the ground. 

Almanzor's ſurprize was unſpeak- 
able: he fixed his eyes on Zemira, and 
ſaw that the was dead. 
' ſenſible for a moment ; his grief then 
burſt forth into a paroxyſm of rage. 
He ſtamped againſt the ground, and 
ſc uck his breaſt : he reprobated His 
folly in having ſuffered himſelf to be 
guided by the timid advices of Philotos, 
"and his ſupineneſs in not having guard- 
ed againſt the fatal ſucceſs of Zemira's 


I 2 plans, 


He ſeemed 1 in- 


2 
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Plans. He aceuſed Philotos of hevies 
murdered his fiſter by his weakneſs and 
irreſotution:; and · curſed his · fate in hav- 


ing been the dupe of faols and dotards. 


Philotos was unconſcious of Alman- 
Zor's rage; he ſtood immoveable, and 
with ſtupid aſtoniſhment, gazing on 
the body of Zemira: he ſeemed to 
haye loſt all recollection, all ſenſation; 


he beard nothing.; he ſaw no one, till | 


Euphorbus entered the room. The 
unhappy cold man haſtened toward his 
maſter, and claſping his hand, preſſed 
it in filence to his breaſt. Philotos 
turned ſuddenly to him, and, Falling 
on his neck, wept with che vehemence 
of an infant. Euphorbus ſuffered him 
40 remain for a ſhort time; and then, 
kx without 
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vithout ſpeaking, gently led- kim from 
⁊ ſight of ſo much horror. 


The violence of Almanzor's exclas -_ 


mations had brought Muſtapha to the 


apartment. He there beheld a ſcene 
far different from what he expected. 
The preparations which he had made 
to ſecure the princeſs were now unne- 


ceſſary; ſhe had eluded his precautions. 


As ſoon as Almanzor ſaw him; he ruſh- 


ed from” the place, ordering him to 
march his army, that he might for 
ever quit a country, whoſe air was more 


hateful” to him than the btafts of peſti- - 


lence and death. | 

The grief of Zingis was at firſt” 
exceſſive, and ſo extravagant as to 
alarm thoſe about him for his ſafety. 
I. 3. No 


- 
wo 
* * 
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No intreaties could induce him to quit | 
the body of Zemira, to whom, he ſaid, 
he was wedded, and. from whom the 
arts of tyranny ſhould never again ſe- 
parate | him. - He called on her with 
the -moſt ſolemn intreaties to declare 
her preference and aſſert her choice; 
and ſtarted into madyeſs at her filence, 
declaring that ſhe was poifoned, He 
demanded to ſee Selima; and hearing 
the was ill, he exclaimed that ſhe had 
been too faithful to her miſtreſs to be 
ſuffered to outlive her. | 'The violence 
of his paſſions at length overpowered 
his ſtrength; and the attendants re- 
moved him in a ſtate of inſenfibility. 


For a time Zingis's ſorrows appeared 
to increaſe, and he felt no inclination 
| 5 


on Dovr. 15 
70 reſtrain them. He continually re- 
preſented to himſelf the miſeries which 


he had ſuffered; and the pleaſures 
which he had >foft ; and, leſt they 


ſhould be forgotten, he ſtrove to ren- 
der them ever preſent, by allotting 


ern hours to viſtt the tomb of Ze- 


mira. He admitted no company but 


ſuch as would flatter his griefs, nor 


any converſation of which his misfor- 
tunes were not ſhe theme. 


There is 5 mixture of 3 joy ant 
| ſorrow | in the recollection of bappineſs 
which is paſt, that the one generally 
has power to cqunteract the other; 
and Whatever gur regret may be at 


the deptivation of pleaſures, it is re - 
licyed by. * that the plea- 
ſures 


Fd 
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ſures we deplore were once in our 
Poſſeſſion. Zingis found, by contem- 
: plating: his ſorrows, that the anguiſh, 
which was at firſt inſupportable, be- 
came gradually leſs acute, till, in time, 
| loft the power of giving pain. 


I) he diſtreſs of Philotos admitted not 
of theſe reliefs. It was, not; like that 
of Zingis, violent and tranſitory; it 
did not ſnew itſelf in tears, nor waſte 


its vehemence in complaints: it threw: 
a ſettled deſpondency over his mind. 
Hie declared his determination of quit- 
ting the taſk of governing, and re- 
fuſed any longer to wear a crownz 
of which the poſſeſſion had brought 
him nothing but miſery. In vain- did 
Evuphorbus; endeavour, by reaſoning, 
: to: 
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wo alter his reſolution: Philotos: could | 


not attend'to reaſon. 


From this ſtate of deſpair he was 
partly rouſed by the fate of Alman- 
2Zor. That wretched prince had fuf-- 
fered his vexation at the loſs of Ze- 
mira to deprive him of the few amiable 
qualities which he before poſſeſſed. 
Gloomy, and enraged with himſelf, 
he became inſufferable to others. 


His army now firſt began to feel 

the effects of his diſcontent, and, like 
the reſt, groaned under the ſeverity 

of his- oppreſſion. The reſpect with 
which they once regarded him, ſerved 

for a time to repreſs. their indignation : 5 
but his tyranny was-unremitting ; and, 
deſpairing of other means of relief, 

1285 55 they. 
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they delivered him up to his Shad, 
who had taken arms, and againſt whom 
he was marching with imprecations of 
vengeance, 


Thus. was. Manns left to --reriſls 
on a ſcaffold ; betrayed by the inſtru- 
ments of his oppreſſion, and made the 
victim by which they were to conci- 
liate the affection of thoſe who: they 
had oppreſſed, 


_— 


Another erent, which.tended to re 
ſtore the tranquillity of Philotos, was. 
the marriage of Zingis with Selima : 
an union which came indeed too late, 
but which was ſtill gratifying) to * 

wines. 1 ne d 


Zingis, conſtantly eager- to recal 
each minute circumſtance connected 
; with, 
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with Zemira, naturally became defir- 


ous of the converſation of Selima. As 


her preſence gave pleafure, ſo each 


ſeparation from her was felt with re- 
gret, and her return expected with im- 
patience. Her partiality alſo in his 
favour, of which he was not igno- 


rant, intereſted him for her welfare; 


and he found, before any great length 
of time had paſſed, that his pleaſures 
and his pains were intimately connected 
with the actions of ener 
Werbe fa with Pleakies” the 
growing affection of Zingis, and, as 


he joined his hand with Selima's, he 


wept when he traced back the unfor- 
tunate circumſtances Which had led 
to their union. 


The 
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1 The good old man reminded them 
of the folly of indulging inordinate 
wiſhes for the gratifications of this 
world; gratifications which, though 
apparently within aur reach, may 
never be in our poſſeſſion 3. or, if poſ- 
ſeſſed, may turn to evils in our hands. 
Day, he faid, 'followed after day, and 
not one paſſed without proof of the 
impotence of human wiſdom, of the 

weakneſs and vanity of the purſuits of 
man. Our philoſophy had not as yet | 
taught us to be content; nor ſhewn us, 


that however exalted our ſituation, we 
may be miſerable by comparing it with 
che ideal advantages of others; or hap- 
py in contemplating its real excellen- 
ces, however low. 


I. H. E. E. N. D.. 
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